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MAJOR GENERAL SUCOTT’S ADDRESS, 
CONTINUED. 

Of these causes, many, as will be seen, are closely 
united, and, in the descer ding scale, consequent upon 
each other. For these reasons, the analysis and th: 
ent meration will, in some instances, be rather diffi- 
cult. 


1.—The lateness of my order—12 o’elack in the 
night of Jannary 21st, with notice, the day before, 
tohold myselfin readiness ; and the short term of 
service of the great body of troops. 


I do not mean to say, Mr. President, that any time 
was lost by the War Department in putting me in 
motion after the news of Clinch’s aflair of December 
the 3lst, which preceded, at Washington, the ac- 
count of Dade’s nelancholy fate on the 25th. Nor 
shall I stop to discuss the gnestion. Why had not 
stronger measures been taken on the receipt of 
Clinch’s warnings and catis for rei» forcements— 
beginning in January, 1835, and ‘reiterated October 
Sth, Oct-ber 17th, December 9th, and December 
16th, of the same year? 

Well, sir, the Court has seen that I was promptly 
at Augusta, where I competed iny calls for volun- 
teers or draughted men: two regiments from South 
Carolina, one of horse and one of fvot, the same} 
from Georgia, avd oue of foot tron Alabama, at 740 
meu per regiment, making a total of 3.700. A fine 
spirit was abroad in those States, and great exertions 
inade in each to supply its quota. Yet, from many 
unavoidable causes—the immense space to be tra 
versed, and others which L will not sop to enume 
rate, but not one of which can be charged to me— 
instead of finding myself in force at Picolata and a! 
Tampa bay as early as the 20th of February, as 1 had 
originally flattered myself that L might, | arrived in 
Florida on the 22d, much in advance of three fifths 
of those troops. Only the foot of South Cerolina 
and seven companies of Georgia had preceded me. 
The Georgia horse began to arrive about the end of 
the mouth, the three companies before mentioned, 
and another, on the 10i, of March, under Captain 
Nelson, whe had made an unparalieled march from 
the northwest corner of Georgia. 1 ought, in my 
previous narative, to have stated that this fine com- 
pany joined at Garey’s ferry, and adjJed about 7) 
men to Colonel Bankhead’s littie column which set 
out with me for Furt Drane. ‘ihe same day, Colonel 
Goodwyn’s fine regiment of South Carolina mounted 
men reached St. Augustine, overalong road, through 
rain and mu:l, and, like Nelson’s company, without 
tents,and without a murmur. The Alabama regi- 
ment, under Colonel Chishclm, and Major Read’s 
battalion of Floridians, arrived at Tampa bay, with 
Colonel Lindsay, between the Ist and 10:h of March 
(It has been seen that this battalion had not been 
called for by me, and that it went to Tampa bay 
without my knowledge at the time, and against my 
wishes ; and that the second battalion of Georgis 
foot was, in accurdance with my request, never 
furaished.) Finally, six companies, instead of four 
to make up for the defection of the first two—of 


— 
All the volunteers called for by me were muster- 
ed into service for only three months, according to 
the instructions I had received from the War De- 
partinent; and I suppose that the President of the 
United States has no authority to require the services 
of militia. by draughting, for a longer period. 
It has thus been seen that [ was not in force to 
commence combined and efficient operations earlier 
than the 10th of March, and, by this date, the mass 
of the volunteers, owing to the different periods of 
arrival at the several places of rendezvous, and cone 
sequent acceptance, by muster, had enly about 60 
days to serve. This was the same thing, nesrly, in 
asystem of combined operations, requiring the ser- 
vice of the whole, as if noue had had a longer time 
to serve; andall had been from home, with slight 
differences, equally long. ’ 
But let not these movements of the volunteers exe 
cife a stinile to their prejudice. The delay in their 
arrival on the St. John’s. as | have said, was unae 
voi iable. and there was even a greater delay in the 
approach of three con:panies of regulars, which were 
ordered to embark, at Baltimore, in the dead of wine 
‘er. and with the mercury in the thermometer seve 
ral degrees below zero This battalion was delayed 
by ice in the Chesapeake, | know not how many 
weeks, and finally reached Picolata on the 6th of 
March. With all the lights of the Quartermaster 
General, ten wagons were ordered to be purchased, 
and shipped from Baltimore, about the same time— 
six cane to Florida as late asthe 12thof March, twe 
earlier, and twointmay! Now,if’ | were expected 
to make long marches, through a savage country, 
without road or bri ‘ges, why could not those three 
companies have been marched to Norfolk, or even 
tu Wilmiogton, and thence embarked? Time would 
have been saved in either case. And why were not 
the wagons shipped from some port not obstructed 
hy ice? Again: a detachment of United States dra- 
xoons, under Captain Wharton, that received orders 
for Florida, at New York, about the 24th of January, 
was delayed’ several weeks in that harbour, waiting 
fur its arms and horse-furniture, and joined me at 
Fort Drain, (after a short passage to Savannah,) 
sixty days from the reception of those orders! There 
was no delay from the want of horses; they had 
been purchased, by my orders, and placed at Savane 
nah as early as the 12th February. 
Let it be remembered, Mr. President, that those 
shipments and moveme:.ts were not made under my 
directions ; yet 1 was advised of them, and auffered 
much eabarrassment from wot earlier receiving the 
troops and wagons. 

I have said that I was, by the 10th of March, in 
sufficient force to commence operations, and that the 
mass of the volunteers had then about 60 days to 
serve—a p-rt more and a part less. This period 
was rather more than was neces ary for the marches 
ind operations actually made under my orders, but 
wholly insufficient to enable us to scour the country 
south and east of Pease creek, which is commonly 
termed the Ever-glades, even if the lateness of the 
season, the sickliness of the climate in those regions, 
as early as the end of April, and other causes which 
will be noticed, had not interposed insurmoustable 
rbstacles. IT ought, therefore, to have given me avy 





Georgia horse, arrived at Garey’s ferry, via Middl 
Florida and Fort Drane, about the 10th of April. 
whilst [ was at Tampa. These six companies were 
neveitheless, mustered into service, in accordance 
with instructions [ had left behind, and immediately 
afterwards dis:harge?, by the advice of Major Gen- 


prospect of suc: ess, to have been ordered to Florida 
-everal months earlier, and with a force of a much 
onger term of service. He who now directs the 
war in that quarter, besides othcr advantages, has 
al more time for preparation ; has had a better sea- 





eral Macomb, who then happened to be at Picolata. 





sou for operations; more regular troops, aud volua- 
teers of a longer period of service. 
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In respect to volunteers for ninety days, the testi- 
mouy of General Eustis and Colonel Lindsay is 
strongly in support of what I urge on this point. 

2. The unexpected intrusion of General Gaines. 

This was the second cause of my failure, both in 
point of time aid importance, 

Now, although I considered myself in strength on 
the St. John’s, and at St. Augustine, to commence 
forward movements as early as the 10th of March, 
the Court will please remember that my general 
plan of operations was to move at the same time, as 
nearly as practicable, from Fort Drane, Volusia, and 
Tampa, upon the great body of the enemy supposed 
to he about the cove of the Withlacoochee; to march 
in person with Clinch, and to give instructions to 
Eustis and Lindsay so far to deviate from that ap- 
proximation of three columns, as to pursue any Con- 
siderable body of the eneiny, or any consi‘erable 
fresh trail that might be discovered. Hearing of 
General Gaines’s intrusion, aud seeing thata conse- 
quent delay was inevitable, | called back a detach- 
ment already in march to join Clinch, and, through 
the latter caused Lindsay to be advised of that delay, 
Jest he should make an isolated movement. Aud 
General Clinch has testified, that a forward move- 
ment could not have been made from Fort Drane 
earlier than the 26th of March, (the day on which 
he actually moved,) for two seasons: 1. To give 
time for the troops which had been sbut up in Camp 
Izard with General Gaines to recruit themselves: 
2. To enable the last train of wagons sent to return 
from Garey’s ferry with subsistance. The answer | 
to the second guestion put to Captain Thruston 
shows more in detail the reduced condition of those: 
troops. Hence then was the cause of a considerable | 
delay—from the 10th to the 26th of March—less the 
time necessary to march from the St. John’s to Fort) 
Drane; and Eustis, in the mean time, instead of | 
being forced to Volusia, which was to become his_ 
base of operations, was employed in scouring the | 
country between the St. John’s and the Atlantic, as! 
far as Tomoca and Volusia. Lindsay was advised of | 
this further delay. The Court, too, has seen that it’ 
was my intention, on the 9th of March, to strength- 
en the right wing by troops drawn from the left, if| 
General Gaines’s detachment had not fallen back on | 
Fort Drane. 


8. Insufficient means of transportation. 


This cause of failure in my operations has, like. 
‘the one just noticed, been pretty fully developed in | 
the former part of this summary. I shall, therefore, | 
omy remark, in this place, that the means of land | 
transportation would have been nearly sufficient, | 
notwithstanding the intrusion of General Gaines, if 
we. could-have used the Ochlawaha for about seventy 
tons of supplies (a3 1 had expected to do) up to the 
2d.of; March; and that those means, even without 
the use of the Ochlawaha, would have been suffi- 
cient by the 12th, but for that intrusion. The ne- 
cessity of replacing the subsistence drawn fram Fort 
Drane by General Gaines; of providing for a larger 
force than was expected there; of transporting 
articles of subsistence fifty per centum heavier thau 
these I had early and specifically called for, both 
from the St John’s and Tamp, caused our wagons to 
be overloaded, the horses to be overworked, and 
many of both to be broken down. The Court will 
further remember who took from Tampa the means 
of transportatiun which were there early in Febru- 
ary, and what preveuted the arrival of new means 
from New Orleans. 


4. Insufficient supply of hard bread and bacon for 
marches. 

Ou the 21st of January, in his office, the Commis- 
sary General of Subsistence and myself fully con- 
curred as to the advantages of hard bread and bacon, 
over flour and pork, on marches. Ten days after, in 
a letter to the Adjutant General, I recurred to this 





See 


subject, and required on the St. John’s (at Picolata) 





large quantities of both hard bread and bacon; which 
'pas-age of my letter, according to request, the Adju- 
‘tant General duly communicated to the Commissary 


General before the 10th of February, as the former 
reported to me on that day. 

Now, it is shown by the testimony of Mr. Locke, 
who was the assistant commissary at Picolata, that 
the quantity of hard bread which had arrived prior 
to the margh of Clinch’s column from Fort Drane, 
and of Eustis’s fromm Volusia, was much less than 
was wanted for those columns, although I had pro- 
hibited the issue of hard bread to the troops when at 
rest on the St. John’s. The deficiency was made up, 
of course, in flour, of which, and of pork, our supply 
was abundant; and the same testimony is express, 
that not a pound of bacon reached the St. John’s, 
from the commissariat, earlier than the 15th of April, 
when all the columns were near the Gulf of Mexico. 

Though much embarrassed on the St. John’s, and 
the march to the south, by the want of those parti- 
cular items of food, as the Court has seen, I have al- 
ways been unwilling to suppose that the chief of the 
Commissariat wa3in fault; andam now, since hearing 
read before this Court his instructions to the agents 
of his department on the subject, yet more unwil- 
ling to impute blame to him. His merits are ac- 
knowledged by the whole army. and I am free to 
declare that I have never kuown a better man, ora 
more faithful public servant. The failure in the par- 
ticulars stated was, however, not the less embar- 
rassing. 

Well, sir, the army, early in April, was compelled 
to give up, for the moment, the search for the ene- 
my, and to march upon Tampa bay to seek for sup- 
plies. The Court has seen what orders I had given 
to the assistant Commissary at New Orleans, in re- 
spect to this depot; the large quantity of hard bread 
expected, and the small quantity of hard bread and 
bacon found there, and that that little would net have 
been equal to three or four marches of the army, if 
Colonel Lind-ay had not brought with him a small 
quantity from Mobile On this point the testimony 
of Lieutenant Morris, the then commissary at Tampa, 
is more explicit than even that of General Eustis or 
Colonel Lindsay: And the reason why more of those 
items of subsistence had not been sent from New 
Orleans, is also pretty fully in evidence. (The then 
commissary atthe latter place was duly summoned 
to appear here, and has not arrived.) 

Mr. Locke stated, in his testimony, that the differ- 
ence in weight, owing to the brine and wood neces- 
sary to the preservation in warm weather of pork, is 
fifty-one per centum against the latter in favor of 
bacon. This difference is known to most marching 
officers; and that between the ration of eighteen 
vunces Of flour and twelve of hard bread, is evident 
to all the world. To have been obliged, then, as we 
were, to take with all the columns in their several 
marches nearly two-thirds of our whole subsistence 
in the heavier articles, was the same thing as if a 
larger portion of our otherwise deficient means of 
transportation had been captured or destroyed ; and 
even this was not the only evil consequent upon that 
necessity, as will be presently seen. 


5. Heat of the climate—badness of water—sickness. 
From the lateness of the season into which we 


‘were thrown, from the causes already stated, we 


found the heat, even before the 20th of April, so 
oppressive, that the troops could not execute even 
ordinary marches from this cause alone. (Testimo- 
ny of Clinch, Eustis, Lindsay, and Thruston, also 
Colonel Smiih’s report of his expedition up Pease 
creek.) The troops had still to wear their winter 
clothing, from the uon-arrival of sutler’s goods at 
Tampa from New Orleans; the sink-holes, or ponds, 
on which both men and horses had generally to rely 
for water, were now, many of them, dried up, and 
in the others the water was tepid, besides being fill- 
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ed with vegetable matter and animalcule. (Testi- 
mony of Clinch, Eustis, Thruston, &c.) Add to 
these causes of distress and disease the swamps anil 
hammocks which were traversed, the deficiency in 
bacon to which the volunteers had very generally 
been accustome:| at home, and the necessity all were 
under, the greater part of the time, when in march, 
to eat unleavened dough, partially fried with pork, 
or half-baked before camp fires, and it will astonish 
no one to learn from the testimony that we had very 
many individuals, officers and men, who could nei- 
ther ride nor march. The only resource was to 
crowd them into the wagons; for, in a savage coun- 
try, we could leave no one behind. 


6. Forage and grazing. 


At St. Augustine, and on the St. John’s, as high up 





as the depot at Volusia, there was, on the requisi-| 
tions of General Eustis and my own, upon Lieute-| 
nant L'Engle at Charleston, and Lieutenant Dim-| 
inock at Savannah, an abundant supply of corn and | 
hay, and there was no posiiive deticiency in forage | 
around Fort Drane. At Tampa we again found an | 
abundance of corn and hay, with a small quantity of | 
oats, all supplied in compliance with my requisiticn, | 
as I suppose, upon the quartermaster at New Or- | 
Jeans. This corn, however, was generally bad, hav- | 
ing probably been sweated on board of vessels The | 
gvod was mostly consumed at Tampa, during a rest, | 
to recruit the horses, of eight or ten days, at that! 


| 
| 


place. The portion issued for renewed operations | 
was generally tlte refuse, which killed some horses | 


and injured more. (Deposition of Mr. Newcomb, | 
and testimony of Captain Thruston.) | 


The grazing in the interior, as all the witnesses | 
questioned on the subject have testified, furnished | 
but ar oceasional anda slight resource. Hence the! 
Court will not be surprised that General Eustis 
caused every cavairy horse with hii to be led by his 
owner, on foot, the last sixteen miles of the march 
from Volusia upon Tampa. The grazing was but 
Jittle less bad on the return marches. 

But it may be asked, why not have taken more 
corn with the columus froin the depots which fur- 
nished that which was good? If our trains had been 
doubled, a sutficient supply could not have been | 
transported, even if there had been good roads. Let} 
any gentleman make the calculation for himself, to} 
see how many wagons would be required, for exam- 
ple, to take curn enough for a thonsand horses for 
twenty days, including the consumption of the 
draught horses so employed, and he will be astouish- 
ed at the result. Again; why not make every rider 
put three bushels of corn in his saddle, and lead his 
horse for seven or eight days? Regular cavalry may 
be compelled to do this; but I know of no power of 
persuasion that can induce any body of volunteers 
whatever, unless it be under the highest calls of pa- 
triotic interest, thus in their own estimation to de- 
grade themselves. 1 made the proposal; and, al- 
though I commanded at the time a corps of horse 
composed mostiv of gentlemen of the highest spirit 
and devotion to country, | was advised not to issue 
an order to that effect, as it could not be enforced, 
althongh I pledged myself that | would de what I 
wished to require of others. I then reduced the 
quantity of corn to be so taken, in my Order No. 28, 
and it is in evidence that considerably less—about 
an average of three pecks only—was actually put on 
each horse. And the Court will readily conceive 
that the transportation of hay into the interior, for 
the consumption of even two days, was wholly out 
of the question with marching troops, as well on ac- 
count of its bulk as its weight. 

From the foregoing circumstances it resulted that 
all surviving horses arrived at Tampa in a bad con- 
dition, and returned to the north of Florida in a 
worse, as is shown by the evidence. 











7 Se 
7. Roads—bridges. 

The only road within the theatre of our operations 
was that made by Government, connecting Fort 
King with Tampa bay. This road was very partially 
followed by all the columns under my command. 
Its three bridges were destroyed by the enemy at 
the commencement of hostilities. All the other 
routes were opened by the columns as they march- 
ed, and the streams roughly bridged at the same 
lime. These labors were difficult and incessant, as 
might be supposed, as has been shown in the testi- 
mony cf Eustis, Lindsay, and Thruston. 

8. Want of an auxiliary Indian force. 

The Court has seen, by my Order No. 13, (March 
1-4, ) that | called for 500 friendly Creek Indians, to 
he commanded dy General Woodward, Major Wat- 
son, and Major Flourney. The first two have been 
Suminoned here on this and another impartant point, 
but have not arrived. The third early fell in the 
Creek war. Colone! Gaisden’s deposition shows the 
importance of such force, and my successors in Flo- 


irida have had the benefit of the suggestion. It 


was denied me by the agent of Government, and 
that denial not even rebuked by the Secretary of 
War. See Major Hogai’s letter to that functionary, 
and his reply, dated, respectively, March 28 and 
April 12. For the standing and qualifications of the 
two majors named by me to bring on the Indians, 
see Governor Eaton’s letter to me, dated March 7, 
and General Clinch’s notes of introduction. Gene- 
ral Woodward is too highly distinguished, both as a 
commander of aud against Indiaus, to require a word 
of support in this place; and it will be seen in the 


lagent’s (Major Hogan’s) letter to me, dated the Ist 


of February, that he thought he could, * in ten days, 
raise [me] 1,000 warriors, and be on the march to 


| join” me. 


9. Want of guides. 

Eustis and Lindsay, as siown by their testimony, 
had no competent guides, and could obtain none. 
Clinch’s column was rather less badly provided in 
this respect, yet he had not a guide who knew any 
thing of the intricacies of The Cove, a Cretan laby- 
rinth, held from the knowledge of the white man, as 
the sacred groves of the Druids were never entered 
except by the initiated. In short, all the difficult 
parts of Florida were, to the whole army, one terra 
incognita. Government gave me no topographical 
information, nor had any to give; and the booksel- 
lers’ maps only afforded outlines filied up with un- 
lucky guesses. 

10. The limited time for active operations. 


From preceding causes, and deducting the time 
unavoidably lost at Tampa, the columns of Clinch 
and Eustis were actually in the field, beyond Fort 
Drane and Volusia, only about twenty-two days. 
The testimony of both Clinch and Thruston shows 
that I could not have put the right wing in operation 
from Fort Drane earlier than I did, the 26th of 
March ; and Eustis, with the left wing, crossed the 
St. John’s at Volusia, about the same time, to ap- 
proach The Cove by the Pelaklikaha. Clinch, with 
his wing, was compelled to return to Fort Drane, 
on the 25th of April, the teri of service of a part of 
his volunteers having already expired, and, as he re- 
ported to me, the 27th, ** men and horses much ex- 
hausted by sickness and the heat of the weather. 
Another day’s march would have occasioned the 
abandoning part of the train. Ffteen horses aud 
mules died on the road, and eight more turned out, 
that could not be got along by leading.” 

Eustis, with the left wing, (which I accompanied 
from Tampa,) was in like manner, and very much in 
the same condition, compelled to return to Volusia 
on the same day, April 25. . 

Colonel Smith, who had, with his regiment, the 
Louisiana volunteers, been detached by the way of 
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Charlotie harbor, up Pease creek, about the 12th of 
April, returned to ‘Tampa the 26th, and embarked for 
New Orleans according to orders, where the regi- 
ment arrived, I think, a little after its term of ser- 
vice had expired. 

The battalion of Floridians sailed from Tampa 
about the 17th of April, for the Withlacoochee, on 
its way to St. Mark’s, where it was discharged. 1 
do not know when this battalion was mustered into 
service. 

The centre column, under Colonel Lindsay, which 
at first included Major Read’s battalion, having ar- 
rived by steam from Mobiie, at Tampa, was the first 
of the three columns, under my orders, in the field. 
On the 15th of March, he put himself in movement, 
established a post on the Hillsborough, 23 miles from 
Tampa, called Fort Alabama, a3 a place of deposite, 
and advanced towards The Cove as far as Chicku- 
chatty, which he reached about the 24th, the letter 
advising him of the delay in the movements of the 
two other columns, having reached him = subse- 
quently. 

This column, consisting principally of the Alaba- 
ma regiment of volunteers, under Colonel Chisholm, 
and several times changed in its other parts, was also 
the latest in the field, by a few days. By my Orders 
No. 38, of the 16th of April, Colonel Lindsay was 
instructed, on his return to Tampa, after my depar- 
ture, to make any further movement within the 
compass of his forces, in the prosecution of the cam- 
paign, that might be deemed useful, and then to cause 
the volunteers with him (the Alabama regiment and 
an independent company of Louisianians, under 
Captain Marks) to be embarked for their respective 
homes. That embarkation was commenced by him, 
according to his report, May the 7th, ‘‘the rainy 
season having set in,” and it being deemed * impos- 
sible to keep the field with bodies of troops without 
great, and for any objects that could be accomplish- 
ed, a wanton waste of life.” 

Thus terminated, Mr. President, active operations 
under my command; and if, from causes assigned, 
without decisive results, at least without defeat or 
check, and without dishonor. 

In my report of the 12th of April, from Tampa, | 
spoke in terms of high commendation of the three 
principal commanders under me—Clinch, Eustis, and 
Lindsay. Each continued to the last to deserve 
greater praise than it isin the power of one, under 
my present circumstances, to bestow. I also had 
the benefit of Colonel Gadsden’s assistance, the chief 
of my staff, a volunteer in the war, a soldier, and a 
patriot, who, independent of his particular know- 
ledge of the enemy and the peninsula, of his servi- 
ces with me, and on prior occasions, is endowed with 
talents and virtues which give him high claims opon 
the Government and country. The handsful of re- 
gulars who were with mein the field, never faltered 
in difficulty or danger; and if now and then they 
yielded the post of honor, it was purely in compli- 
nent to their countrymen fresh from civil life, who 
were cherished and assisted on every occasion. 
Those patriotic volunteers of South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida, were, no douht, 
mauy of them, sometimes inefficient, from the mere 
awkwardness of inexperience; but they very gen- 
erally brought with them to the war high chivalry, 


which always inspires the wish of personal distinc ° 


tion, and this was frequently and nobly attained by 
individuals and detachments 

On the principal commanders and the troops which 
were under me, I have then only to invoke the ap- 
probation of their country. Let its censure, through 
this Court, fall on me, and on me alone, of that 
army, if all were not done which it was possible to 
accomplish under the circumstances. 

Some questions,‘ Mr. President, were put to as 
many witness of the higher ranks, who have appear- 
ed before this Court, to ascertain whether I had fail- 











ed in any particular, a3 a commander in Florida, in 
point of judgment, zeal, or personal conduct. The 
auswers were direct in every instance, but too com- 
plimentary to be here reproduced. Let them sleep 
for the present on your records, They may hereaf- 
ter be read by those who will not be made to blush 
for their parent. 

A word, sir, as to my plan of campaign. 1 be- 
lieve that this has been sufficiently developed in the 
evidence, and imbodied in this summary. It has been 
censured by a writer, himself an old officer, and 
who delights to see himself in print, as being some- 
what European, as if it were criminal to import pro- 
fessional knowledge, and who seemed to think that 
generals ought to make war without plans of any 
sort. This vulgar error has been incidently, but too 
signally rebuked by an eminent military critic and 
political functionary, to be farther noticed in this 
place. 1 shall, therefore, here simply quote the 
opinions of two younger but better soldiers, on the 
particular plan of operations by me laid down and 
pursued. 

After exploring the country to a great extent, and 
learning much that was new of it and the enemy, 
General Clinch says to me, in his report (April 27th) 
of his operations returning from Tampa bay: ‘ that 
the true plan of operations against them [the In- 
dians] will be that first designed by you; that is, by 
a force from Pelaklikaha, a force ascending by my 
[late] route, and a corresponding one on the north 
side,” his first route. This, the Court will perceive, 
was the precise plan laid down by me for our first 
operations. 

Captain Thruston, who, I knew,in March, at Fort 
Drane, did not altogether approve of the plan of 
campaign [ was about to follow, and with whom I 
never again conversed on the subject, was, when be- 
fore this Court, at a venture, asked by me this ques- 
tion : 

‘© 17. The witness became acquainted with the 
general plan of operations projected by General 
Scott. With the benefit of the witness’s subsequent 
knowledge of the enemy, and the country occupied 
by him, what is the witness’s opinion of that gene- 
ral plan of operations? 

* Answer. When I first heard General Scott de- 
tail his plan of operations, 1 thought he had taken 
more than necessary precautions, by advancing into 
the country with three columns, from different 
points of the peninsula ; not doubting that our wing 
[Clinch’s] of the army would be met by the enemy 
in force on the Withlacoochee. Nor did I believe 
that a nation of 5,000 people could conceal itself so 
effectually in the peninsula, south and east of the 
Withlacoochee, that they could not be traced and 
found by one army [column or wing.] My subse- 
quent experience taught me my error, and to consi- 
der General Scott’s plan of operations as the true 
one.” 

But, Mr. President, it has been objected to me 
that, in my first operations (towards Tampa) I held 
the troops in masses unnecessarily large—of 1,900, 
1,700 and 1.200 men, respectively. Of this, I be- 
came myself early persuaded. But, in connexion 
with this point, the Court will please look at that 
part of Colonel Lindsay’s testimony, detailing his 
remarks, and the advice he gave me at Augusta, at 
the end of January, 1836. I regret that Iam obliged 
here to abridge his evidence. Colonel Lindsay had 
served with Major General Jackson, against a part 
of the same Indians, in the campaign of 1818 ; the 
** principal object of which was,” according to the 
witness, ‘to drive the Seminoles from the Georgia 
frontier across the Suwannee ; that General Jackson 
carried into the field a force amounting to, perhaps, 
6,000 men.” This was in reply to my 8th question. 
To the 6th, the Colonel had previously said * the 
country east of the Suwannee is infinitely more im- 
practicable than the country wes*.” He adds many 
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striking differences, all against our troops; and it 
is known that General Jackson’s operations ter- 
minated on the west bank of that river. In respect 
to the advice given on the subject of detaching, the 
witness said : ‘I believe | mentioned to Genera! 
Scott, that I derived that advice from General Jack- 
son, who, on some occasion, when | wanted to go 
on detached service, made use of this emphatic ex- 
pression, ‘ Sir, | never detach against Indians.’ ”? And 
again, in the same campaign, General Jackson ob- 
served to the witness, ‘‘that he never detached, or 
suffered small parties to march through the Indian 
country.” The Court will please to bear in mind 
the official relation that subsisted, in January, 1836, 
between General Jackson, Colonel! Lindsay, and my- 
self; that I had never been in the interior of Flori- 
da; that Governor’ Eaton in his letter to me, of Fe- 
bruary the 3d, 1836, speaking of the hostile Semi- 
noles, said *“‘ their numerical force cannot be less 
than 3,000, probably more ;” that Colonel Lindsay 
has testified, in answer to my 27th question, what 
must be evident from -the surface of the country, 
that, from dispersion, the enemy had great facilities 
of concentration ; that I had seen, before the col- 
umns advanced from Fort Drane and Volusia, by | 
General Gaines’s letter to General Clinch, dated the 
29th of February, that the writer supposed himself 
to have been surrounded, in Camp Izard, by “ not 
Jess than 1,500” warriors ; and that although he had | 
from 1,000 to 1,100 good troops with hita, | saw that 
he neither could pass the Withlacoochee, nor had 
ventured to make a sortie. All these considerations 
induced me, Mr. President, .to hold the troops under 
my command in three columns, until | could feel 
my way a little, and judge for myself. When I had 
satisied my mind that there were not, in all Florida, 
more than 1,200 Indian warriors, probably less ; and 
that, of that force, perhaps not 500 had been con- | 
centrated at any time in the war, the Court will find | 
that [ then became a little bolder, and detached free- | 





ly and far, in all directions; and it is gratifying to 
recall, that notwithstanding all the bugbears by 
which I had been, for a moment, frighted from my | 
bent, not a disaster—not one defeat ensued. | speak, | 
sir, of detachments beyond supporting distance ; | 
for all the columns were habitually subdivided, with- | 
in that limit, in searching for, and in attacking the | 
enemy. 

The first of those distant detachments was that of 
340 men left under Major Cooper, only twelve miles 
south of the Withlecoochee, and which gallantly 
maintained itself from the 2d of April till the 18th, 
when it was absorbed on the return of Clinch’s col- 
umn. Major Cooper commenced a work for de- 
fence, but the enemy gave him no leisure to com. | 
plete it. Gen. Eustis, approaching Tampa, brought | 
his mounted men to that depot; but left his foot, | 

| 
| 


from the 5th of April till the 1Sth, at Camp Shelton, 
under Brigadier General Bull, sixteen miles in the 
rear, without even a breast-work for its defence. 
With the same body of foot I myself marched to 
Fort Alabama, whilst the South Carolina horse, un- 
der Colonel Goodwyn, was on the distant service of | 
searching for the enemy about the head of Pease | 
creek. At the same time Colonel Smith, and his | 
Louisiana volunteers, fit for duty, (about 400,) with 
small parties from the United States ship Vandalia, | 
under Lieutenant Powell, and from the revenue 
cutter Dallas, under Captain Green, scoured the | 
Jower part of that creek, to the extent of about 60, 
miles from Charlotte harbor. Colonels Smith and | 
Goodwyn thus visited what we had supposed to be 
among the favorite haunts and strong holds of the 
enemy. I, myself, on the 20th of April, with a sin- 
gle company of South Carolina horse, marched from 
the Big across the Little Withlacoochee. Again, on 
the 24th, with but two companies, I went to Volu- 
sia, a day ahead of Eustis’s column ; sent a small de- 
tachment on the 25th to scour the country east of 


Spring Garden lake, and personally proceeded, with 
Colonel Gadsden, Captain Canfield, Lieutenant J. E. 
Johnston, and seventeen men, in a miserable little 
steamer, to explore the St. John’s river to the head 
of Lake Monroe. General Clinch and Colonel 
Lindsay also made detachments about the same pe- 
riod; and I had detached Major Read, with the bat- 
talion of Floridians, by water, to search the lower 
Withlacoochee, as early as the 17th. 

As this last expedilion was the only one made 
under my command that failed to reach the destina- 
tion given, and to accomplish its objects, and for that 
reason alone has brought upon me infinite obloquy, 
I beg the Court will pardon me for dwelling upon it 
a moment. 

It has been seen by the deposition of Mr. New- 
comb, the quartermaster at Tampa in April last, that, 
by ex'raordinary exertions on his part, and nota lit- 
tle energy on mine, ample and even extra means 
were provided for Major Read’s small battalion of, 
perhaps, about 200 men. First, there were two large 
and one smaller schooner ; two (instead of one) cut- 
ters, (under Midshipmen Reid and Drake,) manned 
and furnished, at my request, from the United States 
ship the Vandalia, Captain Webb; a large scow, in 
pieces, but with mochanics, nails, oakutn, and pitch, 
so that it might be put together and launched in two 
hours; many shipboats or yawls, and pilots. The 
deponent, an experienced and excellent officer, de- 
clares, in respect to the sufficiency of those means, 
both for transporting the troops to the mouth of the 
river and for ascending it: ** I cid not doubt, nor do 
I know that any body else did; I do not think Major 
Read himself doubted, although he attempted to find 
fault with the means.” 

But let us now see what use was made by the ma- 
jor of the outfit thus furnished. I shall quote his 
report to me, which is dated April the 27th. Being, 
himself, near the mouth of the Withlocoochee, he 
Says: 

«1 despatched all the small-craft to the transports, 
with orders to the officers in command aboard of 
them to comnience debarking the men as fast as pos 
sible.” = * . ° ** On the return of 
the boats, transporting, as I had ordered, as many 
men as they could receive, the morning reports 
of the officers in command were handed me, by 
which the frightful picture of an increase of forty 
(40) to the sick-list, in Jess than two days, was pre- 
sented. Special communications from the surgeons 
were also handed me, in which the most horrible 
consequences were predicted, unless the men could 
be taken forthwith to some place where medicines 
and good water could be procured. The water on 





_ board the schooner Caroline, it was said, had already 


become putrid. Without going aboard, | despatched 
an order for [the transports to} hoist all sail, and to 
proceed with the utmost possible despatch to St. 
Mark’s, the nearest port. I remanded aboard the 
transports the detachment first ordered to debark, and 
directed a select number of ten [?] to join me on 
board the small craft for the purpose of making the 
reconnoissance and surveys, which, I find upon pe- 
rusing my order more carefully than at first I did, 
were the principal objects of the expedition.” . 
. . ” ** When informed by the pilot 
that we were almost at the mouth, I went myself 


| into the second cutter of the Vandalia—it draws less 


water than the other—taking with me only two of 
my detachment.” ° ° ° “When 
Lhad gotten over the bar, I proceeded some two 
miles and upwards, to within a short distance of a 
large smoke, the fire that afforded which was, per- 
haps, three miles distant. I deemed [it] not prudent 
to go further, and caused the boat to return”—when 
the major proceeded to St. Mark’s after his battalion. 

Here I will not say, Mr. President, why al! this 
fire and haste?) But I may ask, sir, whence all this 
smoke and precipitation? Some parts of the report 
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are, doubtless, as obscure as others are strange. For 
example: When the major heard of the new cases 
of sickness, how many well meu were left? He does 
not tell us. The water, too, on board of the Caroline, 
had suddenly become putrid, and the medicines deti- 
cient. Howso? Why not have gone to the trans- 
ports in order to inquire into those extraordinary 
matters in person? And was there ne good water 
on board of the other vessels, or in the Withlacoo- 
chee—at the farthest, within nine or twelve miles, 
atthe falls? We have seen that there were many 
well men remaining ten of whom he retained with 
him, and sent back others in the boats which had 
brought them from the transports. Why not have 
retained all these, and have sent for more to enable 
him to ascend the river in his smaller vessels, scows, 
&c.? In that case he might have passed through the 
*‘ large smoke,”’ and have reached the falls. But the 
major appeals to his * order,” and I shall exhibit 
both his instructions and orders. 

By my directions, Colonel Gadsden, on the 1th 
April, gives Major Read, in a letter of instructions, 
among other matters to be attended to, these: You 
will embark with *“ your whole battalion, including 
invalids and sick, for the mouth of the Withlacoo- 
chee; that you come to archor in the nearest and 
safest accessible harbor to the mouth of the stream, 
and that you proceed wit’ your effective force (leav- 
ing your sick and invalids on board) with the boats 
at command, to examine its entrance, and to pen- 
etrate as fur as practicadle, and consistent with 
the security of your command.” &c. ‘* You will 
preserve notes of your observations, and report,” 
&c., “detailing minutely the character of the an- 
chorage at the mouth of the Withlacoochee ; the 
navigability of that river for boats; the probable 
distance to which it may be penetrated ; the charac- 
ter of its banks, and the facilities generally afforded 
for the forming of depots, with a view to supplying 
an army operating hereafter on or near its waters. 
This duty performed, you will proceed to St. Ma:k’s, 
Florida, in the transports, where your command 
will be honorably discharged,” &e. 

Mr. De Peyster, a gentleman of Florida, and then 
a volunteer in General Eustis’s staff. has said, before 
this Court, that he was at my quarters the day befure 
(the 16th of April) Major Read embarked, when 
that officer called on the subject of his expedition. 
The purport of this witness’s answers, as the Court 
will perceive, is, that two days after the written in- 
structions to Major Read, I endeavored, in the most 
impressive terms and manner, to point out to him 
the importance of the expedition to ulterior opera- 
tions; called his attention specifically to the neces 
sity of examining the river and making a sketch or 
draught of its soundings and course up to the foot of 
the obstruction or falls, believed to be twelve miles ; 
and that I desired Major Read to select a point, for 
a future post, with reference to wood, as near those 
falls as practicable. 

In respect to every object, except the mere en- 
trance into the Withlacoochee, we have seen that 
the expedition was a signal failure. 

The first knowledge that I had of this most unex- 
pected result, was received May the Ist, at St. Au- 
gustine, through a letter from Gov. Call, dated April 
26, and which gave me the more astounding intel!i- 
gence, viz: “* A few days since, I received a com- 
munication from Major McLemore, stationed on the 
Suwannee frontier, informing me that, under orders 
from General Scott, he had ascended the Withlacoo 
chee river, and erected a block-house on the south 
bank, some ten or twelve miles above its mouth, and 
that he had left a garrison of 40 men in the block- 
house, and a large quantity of corn‘and pickled beef. 
This morning, at day-light, Major Read, of the Flo- 
rida battalion, arrived at [Talahassee] bringing the 
intelligence that he discovered, at the mouth of the 
river, one-half of a large flat-boat, which had been 
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cnt in two apparently with a dull axe, and by an 
unexperienced hand. His description corresponds 
with that given of the boat left at the block-house,” 
&e. 

As this letter was addressed to me, or the com- 
manding officer at Fort Drane, like the report dated 
April 11, of the establishment of the block-house, 
and signed by Major McLemore’s adjutant (Mc- 
Cants,) both papers were read hy General Clinch, 
and together transmitted to me. I have said that I 
received them on the Ist of May. 

The Court has seen, Mr. President, the corres- 
pondence between General Clinch, then at Fort 
Drane, and myself, on this most painful subject. 
The time of his volunteers having expired, or be- 
ing about to expire, he had already sent most of them 
home, and in his attempt to raise a party of mounted 
men in the Alachua settléments to go to the relief 
of the block-house, he utterly failed. I early be- 
came satisfied that General Clinch, under the cir- 
cumstances, did all in his power in adopting the 
second suggestion of Governor Call, viz: ‘but 
shonld it be impracticable for you to send a suffi- 
cient force by land to ascertain [the fate of the party 
in the block-house,] I have ordered a fortified boat 
to be in readiness at Suwannee Old ‘Town, to pro- 
ceed with a part of the men at that place to the re- 
lief of the garrison, and transport it back to Old 
Town, unless the commanding general should other- 
wise direct, You will, therefore, be pleased to send 
an express to Major McCants, commanding at Old 
Town, and inform him whether troops have been 
sent by land to the relief of the block-house, or 
whether the boat which will be in readiness, shall 
be sent on that service.” General Clinch sent the 
order for the boat to proceed, and the detachment 
in the block-house was ultimately taken off by Major 
Read, and without firing a gun. 

It isin evidence that Major Read’s report to me, 
(of his first expedition,) though dated the 27th of 
April, came to hand at Columbus as late as the 8th 
of June, when I had not the leisure to give atten- 
tion to it even if it had been less illegible ; and thus 
it happened that 1 never knew its contents, until, 
with some accidental assistance, the Judge Advo- 
cate made out to decipher it before this Court. The 
last paragraph of this report appears to be as follows : 

‘“*T discovered, at the mouth of the [Withlacoo- 
chee.] the half of a flat-bottom boat—a common 
ferry flat-boat, it appeared to have been. It had 
been cut asnoder,’’ &c. * When | arrived at St, 
Mark’s, I learned, to my astonisiment, mortification, 
and regret, that your Excellency [General Scott] 
had ordered Major McLemore to establish a depot at 
that place,’ &c. ‘** All which was studiously con- 
cealed from me. I did not learn, either from your 
order, or from the numerous interviews 1 had the 
honor to hold with your Excellency, that Major 
McLemore was even in the field—much less that I 
was going to relieve a detachment of his command 
ordered out by your Excellency.” 

The Court has seen my report upon this subject to 
the Adjutant General, dated at St Augustine, May 
llth, which was founded on Governor Call’s letter 
noticed above, and an article in a newspaper, hand- 
ed to meas the production of Major Read. I said that 
he, Major R., ‘* has, at Tallahassee, caused a state- 
ment to be made, declaring that | had refused him 
permission to ascend the Withlacoochee! And, 
again, presuming the statement to have been fur- 
nished by him, he denies having ever heard that, pos- 
sibly, he might find a block-house and garrison es- 
tablished near the falls of the river. Now, I affirm 
that it was generally known, throughout the right 
wing of the army, that it was just possible that Ma- 
jor McLemore, a_ highly meritorious Floridian, had 
made such establishment. The possibility was men- 
tioned to Major Read, and although Coionel Gads- 
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instruction, yet, when the major saw half of a flat, 
rudely cut in two, [so Governor Call had written,] 
that which was extremely doubtful before, became 
a matter of the most perfect certainty; and, if the 
Major had been bound home, without other orders, 
it immediately became his imperious dnty te go in- 
stantly to the relief of his countrymen. The flat 
could never have belonged to Ludians, and it would | 
not have been destroyed if the garrison had returned | 
by water to the Suwannee, and Major Read knew it| 
could only have returned by water.” | 

Now, sir, I did not say in this, or any other letter, 
that I had told Major Read any thing of a detach- 
ment having been permilted tu visit the Withlacoo- 
chee about the end of March. The Court will pre- 
sently learn how it happened to be omitted in 
Colonel Gadsden’s letter to Major Kead, and by me, 
in conversation with the latter. Nevertheless, the 
subject was not forgotten at head quarters, nor had 
ceased to be occasionally mentioned among the of- | 
ficers who had come down to Tampa troin Fort | 
Drane. One of these, Captain Drane, has testified 
before this Court, that he, at Tampa, stated his im- 
pression to Major Read that ** there was a detach- 
ment of Floridians on the Withlacoochee with pro- 
Visious’”—the witness having heard * at Fort Drane, 
[and thinks] Genera! Clinch had stated it to [him] 
that Major McLemore had volunteered his services 
to go to the mouth of the Withlacoochee.”’ 

I do not here, Mr. President, imbody this testimo- 
ny to contradict Major Read, but simply to account 
for the strong language applied to him in the letter | 
last quoted. Twoof the harsher expressions therein 
contained are here intentionally suppressed. I had 
not, in May, as has been seen, received his report. 
I, at that time, verily believed, on the opinion of 
others, as well as from intentional evidence, that! 
the false assertions of the article in the Taltahassee 
paper was froin his pen or his lips; Governor Call’s | 
letter had said not oye word as to the causes which 
led to the failure of the expedition—the spread of | 
sickness among the men, the want of medi-ines, | 
and the want of good water. Now, sir, although [| 
think that at least two of those causes might have)! 
been guarded against by due foresight and activity | 
on the part of the commander, and when reported | 
tu him, ought to lave been closely scrutinized, in} 
person, before abandoning the great objects confiled | 
to his intelligence and conduct. I am not only un-| 
willing to reproduce those harsher imputations, but | 
regret that they were ever made. Sir, up to this)| 
day, I have received no note or message of any kind | 
from Major Read. My recantation is founded on} 
the recent assurance of a friend, (General Clinch,) | 
that Major Read had no agency in the published ar- | 
ticle alluded to, and his previous and subsequent | 
gallantry and good conduct in the same war against | 
the Seminole Indians 

In the deposition of Colonel Gadsden, (which is in 
evidence,) he gives the history of the biock-house 
on the Withlacooclee thus: 

‘* Major McLemore sought the service by a private 
letter to the undersigned, stating that he had, on the 
Suwannee, a boat suitable for the expedition, and 
supplies which he could bring with him to that point 
—if with the cousent and approbation of General 
Scott. The following is the reply penned by me, 
and by the direction of the general, to whom it was 
read before transinitted.” 

I beg, Mr. President, that the Court will again 
read every word of this letter. I regret that L am 
too much fatigued to imbody it entire in this suim- 
mary. The perusal of it will show how unnecessary 
it was deemed at Tampa to call the attention of 
Major Read specifically to the very remote chance 
of his finding any detachment on the Withlacoochee. 
Nevertheless, though it was more than a hundred to 
ene that the detachment was not there, as late as the 

















14h of April, or even the 4th, if the major could 


have ascended only seven miles higher up that 
stream—and nobody coubted that he could and would 
—he would have found the gallant band still firm in 
its position The letter to Major McLemore is 
dated at Fort Drane, March the 25th. Colonel 
Gadsden begins by giving to the major the outline of 


/my plan of operations; says‘ the whole army will 


probably form a junction at or near [the Cove] by 
the 29th or 30th instant. It is impossible, at this 
time, to anticipate the ulterior operations of the 
army after it has encountered and defeated the 
enemy in their probable stonghold, in the Cove,” 
&ec. It ts more than probable, however, that we 
may be detatned in that vicinity many days, re- 
connoi'ring the hammocks, and searching for In- 
dians in the jungles and thickets of that section of 
country. If so, your co-operation, and the sup- 
plies which your report you can bring, may prove 
of essential service. I am directed, therefore, by 
the general commanding, to say that, after securing 
the post on the Suwannee with an adequate garrison, 
you may proceed with the remainder of your com- 
mand, in the boat you have prepared for the service, 
provided, in addition to your own supplies, you can 
transport from 750 to 1,000 bushels of corn at least, 
for the use of the army. Should your boat be pro- 
perly secured as you report, with buliwarks, you may 
enter the river and ascend to the rapids,” &c. 
* You must be at that point by the 30th instant, or 
you will, possibly, be too late to afford any aid to this 
wing of the army—the sole motive which sanctions. 
the service to which you have been called.” * * 
* * As your movement is intended to assist, and 
not to embarrass, this wing of the army, you must 
not move without an adequate supply of ammunition, 


'and from 30 to 40 day’s rations for your whole com- 


mand, at the least, in addition to the corn you may 
transport for our relief’? (Ee is then requested to 
bring, if possible, extra “pork or bacon.”) “On 
reaching the point on the Withlacoochee designated, 
you will use all due precautions to secure your boat 
and command, by building a block-house, or by the 
construction of some other defence, until you hear 
from or of the army. If, after, however, the 2d or 
34 of April, you receive no tidings of or from this 
wing, under the command of General Clinch, you 
may be sure that it has proceeded south, to unite 
with Eustis and Lindsay; and, having left the With. 
lacoochee, your detention on its waters will be no 
longer necess Pp’. You will, therefore, return, with- 
out delay, to your post on the Suwannee, and there 
wait the future orders of the commanding general, 
or those which may be transmitted to you by the 
Executive of Florida,” : 

Colonel Gaisten’s deposition adds, in continuation 
of this history: ‘It appears, however, from infor- 
ination received from one of the men who was in 
the block-house, that the detachment did not reach 
the mouth of the Withlacoochee until the 4th or 5th 
of April, two days after it had been ordered to quit 
if; and when General Scott” had reached the vicini- 
ty of Tampa bay. ‘* Notwithstanding, however, its 
fearless commander, and on his own responsibility, 
penetrated the river, established a block-house, and 
left it garrisoned—with a promise to return and re- 
lieve it in S or 10 days. Unfortunately, however; 
as he entered the Suwannee, he was assailed with @ 
fever, and fell a victim to its effects.” ; 

Thus perished, Mr. President, a valuable chizen, 
whose patriotic zeal, pushed a little too far, has 
brought upon me, unintentionally, | know not what 
amount of general odium. This I have long borne 
in silence; but, sir, the star of truth approaches the 
zenith, and as it sheds its light over this Court and 
the public, the deep shades of calumny are made to 
disappear. 

In relation to the Florida campaign, Mr. President, 
[have one puint more to notice, and I shall have 
done, 
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Among the prodigious mass of documents, turned| lowed by Governor Call’s being ‘* gratified” with the 
over by the different officers uf the War Depart-|direct‘on of the war in Florida. But, sir, Lhave, in 
tert, to be read by the Judge Advocate, in evidence |defence, a right to advert to those extraordinary 
against me, asif to crush, by their physical weight, | facts to show that, if, in my operations to the South, 
if they could not otherwise effect their purpose, there) 1 had the enemy to conquer in my front, I was, at 
is from the Hon. J. M. White, the Florida delegate |the same time, not a little insecure in my rear. The 
in Congress, a letter datedat Washington, May 28th,!eflect of such position every soldier will readily 
to the Presieut of the United States. with an en-|}comprehend; and } respectfully submit the point to 
dorsement in the hand of the latter, which directs— | the consideration of this Court. A yet more extra- 
“ A copy of this letter to be sent to General Scolt,| ordinary fact, of the same general character, will be 
with an order to withdraw from the conmand in| developed in the sequel. But, at present, I will re- 
Florida. A. J.” turn to Mr. White's letter to the President of the 

Of this end» rsement, I hal no knowledge, until | United States. 
the original was read in this Court. What were the I think, sir, that I] have shown that this letter did 
feelings which it excited, I will not say; but the} net do me all the injury that it was intended at the 
association of circumstances recalled to my mind,|time. But why, sir, is it brought here, with its en- 
may be inferred fiom the following: dorsement, in accusation againstme?) Mr. White, in 

To my elaborate report of what f had done, and of}a letter to the Presideut of this Court, dated Decem- 
the operations projected, the Adjutant General, May | ber 13, 1836, says: 
the 5th, replied : ** This places me in an attitu-le that Edo not choose 

** Your communication of the 12th of April, re-|to occupy.” * * * Since the publication of 
porting the operations of the army in Florida, under| that letter, [to the Prestdent of the United States,} 
your command, since your departure trom Fort|f bave,in the National Intelligencer, over my own 
Drane, and your arrival at Tampa bay, has been sub- | vame, asan act of justice to General Scott, correet- 
mitted to the President, aud this day to the Secretary | ed, upon better information, the complaints which I 
of War. [am happy to isform you that the Pr si-|deem it my duty, as the representative of the peo- 
dent approves of your intenied plan of oyerations,” | ple of Florida, to make against him. Lam unwillirg 
&e. “J am desired by the Secr: tary of War to say | that the first letter shall be laid before the Court 
that, from the tenor of your report, a3 well as by the) without the second; and, asI have no copy of it with 
communication he has just received from the Gov-| me at present, I take this occasion to say that | am 
ernor of Florida, it is probable that, owing to the | satisfied, upen a fulland impartial review of the facts 
approaching se1son of the year, the campaign in the jand circumstances connected with the Florida came 
field cannot be much longer vigorously pushed, In! paign, and upon evidence not then before me, that 
this event, you will make a judicions selection of the | the failure is uot to be attributed to Major General 
posts necessary to be occupied by the troops during Scott, nor to causes which it was in his power to 
the interval of active operations, which may be best| control or remove.” 
calculated to protect the frontier inhabitants, and| This voluntary and unsolicited retraction is manly 
prevent Indian depredations of any kind. For this) and noble. Iu my judgement and feelings it shows 
purpose, all the regular troops, including the 4th iu-| the correspondent of the Court to be worthy of be- 
fantry, must be kept on duty in Florida.” ing called the honorable Mr. White, by a higher 

As I had intimated in my letter of April 12th) chain than that of mere courtesy. It is true, sir, in 
woul’ be done, all this had been attended to befure bis recantation, he excepts what he had originally 
the receipt of the adjutant General’s communica- | said of my Order No. 48, on the subject of panics. I 
tion, and which is here cited principally to show /k:ow not that this reservation ought to break squares 
that, certainly as late as the Sth of May, no dispiea-| between that gentleman and myself. The order, 
sure had been officially expressed agaiust me at) although there were many apologies for the inhabi- 
Washington. | tants, was founded on information at once full and 

But, in my report of the Hlth of May, animad- | precise; and, as I said of it in my letter to the Secre- 
verting upon Major Read, and which, according to| tary of War, dated June 21st, “ Besides, L was ad} 
a note on the original (now in evidence) was re-| vised by respectable citizens of Florida to come out 
ceived at Washington the 2lst—seven days before! with an order in that spirit, as likely to rally the in- 
the date of Mr. White’s letter to the Presideut of the | habitants, and I have reason to know that the oréer 
United States—there is this paragraph : did good.”? If good resulted, lam content with the 

“| feel and know the risk I incur by the use of} enmities I brought upon myself by the act: for, siv, 
this language. Major Read is the favorite of Gov-| since the war began to rage in that quarter, there 
ernor Call, and his Excellency’s support may weil) has not been a moment, up to this time, when I 
turn the tables against me at Washington.” would not have made any sacrifice of person to have 

Sir, I had seen, among the papers which accom- |stopped its ravages. I deeply mourn over the many 
panied the instructions given me for the Seminole) afflictions the good people of that desalated terri- 
war, a letter (in evidence with that document) from| tory have experienced; and I freely forgive, as I 
General Call to the President of the United States,| pray that God may forgive, the injustice of laying 
dated January 9, 1836, in which the writer says: those evils, in part, to my account. 

“I should be highly gratified to command the iL.—D . 
army, and believe that 1 could soon bring the war|*-* ~ ©™4*¥ Tee eee Ue 
to a close. I fear, however, this I cannot do with- /REEK CAMPAIGN. 
out injustice to General Clinch. He isa brave and| Mr. President: Through much labor, and several 
good man; but I fear he is too slow in his move-| weeks of indisposition, I have at length reached, in 
ments to conduct a war ayainst the Indians.” this Summary, the second general head of inquiry 

With an official copy uf this letter in my posses- | directed against me; and here, again, the evidence 
sion, it may be supposed that I knew my danger.|in my favor is ample and overwhelming. The 
But, sir, 1 do not complain that, soon afier my ani-| whole of this I anxiously desire to compress and im- 











madversion on Major Read, he was appuinted by 
the President a brigadier general in the militia of 
Florida ; that a lieutenant colonel of the army, 
whom I reported in my letter of March 20th as hiav- 
ing left Fort Drane for duty elsewhere, but went off 
to Washington, was in a little time rewarded with a 
colonelcy not by seniority ; nor that the President’s 





endorsement on Mr. White’s letter was soon fol- 


body, but fear that my diminished strength will prove 
unequal to the task. The records, however, are 
before the Court; and, on its researches, as well as 
its intelligence and justice, I confidently rely. 

On the 15th of April, Mr. Secretary Cass wrote to 
me to say that, as soon as the state of affairs ia 
Florida would permit, he wished me to direct m 
attention to the Creek Indians, and to adopt ak 
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measures as I might ‘* find necessary to preserve or 
restore tranquillity in that part the country.” By 
accident, this letter was not received before the 20th 
of May,asis shown by Major Kirby's endorsement. 

In the Secretary’s next letter, dated May 16th, my 
attention was again strongly called to the Creek 
country, with power to require troops from Ala- 
bama. 

From the same source I received a third letter, 
dated the 19th of May, transmitting ‘for [my] infor- 
mation, a copy of a letter [that] day addressed to 
Brevet Major General Jesup; in which copy, it is 
said: “Should Major General Scott, under the in- 
structions he has heretofore received, proceed to 
the theatre of operations, he will, of course, be en- 
titled to the command, and you will serve under 
him.” 

On the 19th of May it was known, at Washington, 
that I was, about the beginning of the month, sick 
at St. Augustine; and hence the doubt whether I 
had proceeded to the Creek country. The 19th was 
two days prior to the receipt of my letter of the 11th, 
animadverting on Major Read, aud niue before the 
date of Mr. White’s letter to the President of the 
United States. 

On the 12th of June, a fortnight after I had 
reached the Chattahoochie, l received another letter 
from the acting Secretary, (Mr. Harris,) dated the 
Ist, and directed to me at Fort Mitchell, in which 
was enclosed a copy of Mr. White’s, without the 
President’s endorsement, and without the slightest 
allusion to it. After adverting to a previous letter 
(of May 23th) enclosing me a copy of the full in- 
structions to Governor Call to assume, in a certain 
event, the command against the Seminoles, Mr. 
Harris concludes: ‘* I am instructed to inform you 
that, under these circumstances, the President deems 
it unnecessary for you to return to the command in 
Florida.” 

Now, on the 20th of May, immediately on the 
receipt of the letter of the 13th of April, I had 
charged Brigadier General Eustis with the full com- 
mand in Florida, and had personally set out for the 
Creek country. 

Behold me then, Mr. President, from the 31st of 
May to the 6th of July, (the day on whici the letter 
of recall reached me,) in “the large and, at the mo- 
meut, the more important command, against the 
Creeks, without having heard that my conduct in 
Florida, even my letter respecting Major Read, or 
Mr. White’s to the President, had led to the expres- 
sion of one syllable of official displeasure at Wash- 
ington. On the contrary, sir, the letter from the 
Adjutant General, (of May the dSth,) written by 
commaad of the President, on the receipt of my 
report from Tampa bay, contained expressions of de- 
cided approbation ; and the Secretary’s letters of the 
16th and 19th, written after the receipt of mine of 
April the 30th, reporting that active operations, in 
Florida, had terminated for the season, contain 
nothing but the language of consideration and re- 
spect. The elements of discontent, it seems, began 
to lower and mutter between the 21st and 28th, al- 
though I heard them not; but, when a celebrated 
letter reached Mr. Blair, the storm thickened, the 
clouds were rent, and I was struck by the winged 
bolt on the distant banks of the Chattahoochie. I 
must not, however, sir, anticipate. 

Before leaving St. Augustine, as I reported from 
Savannah, May 22d, I ‘“‘ordered the new musket 
accoutrements, [about eighteen hundred,] the new 
arms, [seven hundred and fifty of Hall’s patent 
rifles,] and the new tents, from Picolata and Sc. Au- 
gustine to Augusta, and also some spare fixed ammu- 
nition from the former place.” The route of these 
articles was immediately changed, after writing this 
letter, from Savannah, via Augusta, &c.—from Sa- 
vannah, by the way of Darien, the Altamaha, and 
Ockmulgee, to Hawkinsville or Macon; distant 





from Columbus, Hawkinsville about one hundred 
and ten miles, and Macon about eighty-eight. This 
change of route was made upon the infurmation of 
the Hon. Mr. Justice Wayne, and the assurance 
of the agent of the Navigation Company, then in 
Savannah, that the Altamaha and Ockmulgee would 
remain navigable for common, if not for steam boats, 
many weeks longer; and which assurance, aided by 
a long succession of heavy showers, was more than 
verified. The Court has seen that the rifles, accou- 
trements, &c., took this latter route, instead of as- 
cending the Savannah river to Augusta, and thence 
by laud, two hundred and twenty miles, to Columbus. 

Having transacted other business in Savannah, the 
Court has seen that I was at Augusta on the 25th of 
May. Here I learned that, by orders from Wash- 
ington, a large quantity of subsistenc> had been 
purchased in Charleston, to be transported thence by 
land-carriage via Augusta to Columbus, and imme- 
diately directed Lieutenant Dimmock, the quarter- 
master at Augusta, to write to Charleston to cause 
that subsistence to go by the way of Darien, for the 
reason already mentioned. This letter, however, 
did not arrive at Charleston in time, which pro- 
duced, at Augusta, a part of the embarrassment ex- 
perienced at this place in obtaining wagons. (See 
Lieutenant Dimmock to me, May 29th.) Subse- 
quent instructions were given by mein respect to 
all the othe: heavy articles which, by orders from 
Washington, were to take the route from Charleston 
via Augusta. 

According to the testimony of Major Kirby, I 
called, when at Augusta, for a return of property at 
the United States arsenal near that city; marked 
upon the return the arms (including the only six- 
pounder fitted for the field) and ordnance stores 
which I thought might be wanted, and ordered that 
the articles so marked should be forwarded to Co- 
lumbus. ‘The arsenal contained no accoutrements, 
and few or no cartridges for muskets. [See Colonel 
Lindsay’s testimony.) It contained, however, seve- 
ral thousands of muskets. 

But this, sir, was my position in respect to arms: 
1. I had already ordered, from Florida, seven hun- 
dred and fifty rifles, complete, and eighteen hundred 
musket accoutrements; because I had learned, by 
recent experience, as is in evidence, that the United 
States Southern arsenais contained neither of those 
articles, and [ wanted them to make up deficiencies. 
2. I did not know, nor could | tell, until I could see 
Governor Schley, at Milledgeville, what muskets he 
might want to arm the troops he had ordered to the 
Creek country. 3. I confidently relied, asa farther 
resource, should it be necessary, on the United 
States arsenal at Mount Vernon, from which, by 
steam, arms, &c., might have been obtained more 
promptly than by wagons from Augusta; and 1 had 
thenin my possession, transmitted by the Adjutant 
General, a letter from Captain Harding to Governor 
Clay, dated February 8, 1836, which showed that 
there were, at that date, in the Mount Vernon arse- 
nal ‘* ten thousand superior new muskets, with buck- 
shot and ball-cartridges, and ten pieces of field-ar- 
tillery completely equipped.” 4. I arrived at Mil- 
ledgeville the 28th of May, when I learned that the 
State arsenal being deficient in arms, the Governor 
had, the day before, required from the arsenal at Au- 
gusta one thousand muskets, &c., which his Excel- 
lency had thought would be enough to make up de- 
ficiencies, even before he knew that I had ordered to 
Columbus the seven hundred and fifty rifles (men- 
tioned above) for a like purpose. See Major 
Baden’s letter to ine, dated May 31st, enclosing the 
requisitions of his Excellency, dated the 27th. Ma- 
jor Baden said to me, in that letter: ‘I have this 
day turned over to the assistant quartermaster here, 
for transportation to Columbus, * * * * one 
thousand muskets,” but not the accoutrements, (also 
required,) because there were none in the arsenal. 
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Well, sir, I reached Columbus on the 30th of May. 
Many companies of the Georgia line, ordered out by | 
the Governor, had preceded me, and others were) 
coming up daily. It was svon asceriained, by Major | 
Kirby, the mustering officer, that the troops had | 
brought with them a smaller number of arms, and | 
those of a more inferior quality, than Governor 
Schley and myself had expected. (See testimony 
of the major under my 15th question, and the depo- 
sition of the Hon. Colonel Dawson, M.C., in answer 
to my third interrogatory.) The heavy rains which 
had been falling for a week, and which, by carrying 
off bridges and rendering bad roads worse, also soon 
alarined me on the subject of the thousand muskets 
coming from Angusta, and the rifles and accoutre- 
ments from Hawkinsville. Accordingly, on the 3d 
of June, | addressed the urgent letter, of this date, 
to Captain Harding, commanding the United States 
arsenal at Mount Vernon, in which I said: 

*©On the receipt of this, you will lose no time in 
hiring a steamer of light draught of water, and put 
on board of her, for this place, four pieces of ord- 
nance—two howitzers, and two six-pounders, with 
harness and implements complete, and at least one 
hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition (fixed) for 
each piece. If you have no howitzers, you will send 
four six-pounders. Let the greater number of 
rounds of fixed ammunitiun be grape and canister, 
with some shells for the howitzer, and some round 
shot for the six-pounders. Put on board the same 
boat three thousand stand of muskets complete; but 
I fear you have no accoutrements. Nevertheless, 
send the arms, with prickers, primers, &c. Send, 
further, one hundred thousand rounds of fixed mus- 
ket buck and ball, and some buck cartridges, and 
fifty thousand flints. I rely upow your using the 
utmost despatch,” Xe. 

In his reply, dated June 14th, Captain Harding 
said to me, that ‘* the Governors of Alabama and Fio- 
rida have completely exhausted my stock of arms 
and ammunition,’ and hence he had sent my re- 
quisition to the Baton Rouge arsenal; that ‘* Gov- 
ernor Clay has drawn from this depot the following 
ordnance stores, to wit: four six-pounders complete ; 
six thousand eight hundred muskets complete; one 
hundred and seventy-five thousand buck-shot and 
ball cartridges; three hundred and seven six-pounder 
canisters; one thousand four hundred and ninety- 
two sets of infantry accoutrements; fifty yards of 
slow match; one thousand priming-tubes, and one 
hundred and thirty-three port-fires. Of the above, 
six thousand muskets, the four pieces of ordnance, 
and a due proportion of other stores, were shipped to 
Montgomery, and the balance were ordered to Clai- 
borne, for the troops called out by the Governor, and 
to be rendezvoused at Irwinton, Barbour county, in 
this State. I am at this moment engaged in pre- 
paring ammunition, and shipping it to Moutgomery, 
which I shall continue to do until the close of the 
campaign.’’ 

Now, when it is recollected that Montgomery is 
less than fifty miles from Tuskegee, the head quarters 
of the Alabama line, the Court will begin to see by 
what superior energy and despatch Major General 
Jesup was enabled, without giving me the least in- 
timation, and against iny orders, to commence ope- 
rationson the 12th of June, and to invert my plan of 
campaign! At Tuskegee, he found the troops, in 
great numbers, already assembled, and armed (rom 
the United States arsenal conveniently situated in 
the rear. But to return to my situation on the Geor- 
gia side of the enemy. 

I have Said that I arrived at Columbus on the 30th 
of May. accompanied by his Excellency Governor 
Schley, Major General Jesup, Major Kirby, and 
Capiain Parrott; the three latter of the army. I 
had not witn me one staff officer—not even an aid- 

de-camp—except Paymaster Kirby ; but he was, as 





performing, in rapid succession, the duties of adjutant 
general, inspector general, quartermaster general, 
&c.; but even his zealand abilities had their limits, 
and I found, at Culumbus, no staff officer, and 
no depots or stores of any kind. On the latter point, 
see the testimony of Major Kirby. Every thing was 
still to be collected or created, and organized. No 
assistance, and no stores of any kind had yet arrived, 
or was near at hand, by any order issued at Wash- 
ington. 

The instrnetions for General Jesup 1 hastily drew 
up, when already much indisposed. I had left St. 
Augustine in a convalescent state; but travelling 
night and day from Augusta, in storms of rain, | had 
now relapsed. General Jesup set out for the head 
quarters of the Alabama line, at Tuskegee, on the 
4th, and took with him Captain Parrott. 

The Georgia troops continued to arrive at Colum- 
bus as late as the 23d of June. Of the regulars, one 
company (Captain Monroe’s) reached that place on 
the 14th; Major Lomax’s small battalion, that of 
Major Pierce, and Colonel! Henderson’s first detach- 
ment of United States marines, followed, at intervals 
of two, three, and five days. The remainder of the 
United States troops came even a little later. And 
here it is proper to say, that not a man was in the 
field by my order. The regulars were all sent from 
the North by directions from the Warand Navy De- 
partments, and the volunteers, mediately, at least, 
by the Governors of their respective States. 

Hearing from passengers arriving at Columbus, in 
the public coaches from the East, that the wagons 
loaded with the muskets, &c., sent by Major Baden 
from the Augusta arsenal, were much delayed by 
the heavy rains and consequent injury to the road 
and bridges, | despatched, on the 13th of June, an in- 
telligent volunteer, John Crowell, jr. Esq. remarkab'e 
for his zeal and energy, to proceed rapidly until he 
should meet the train, and then to hire extra wagons, 
distribute the loads, and force the whole to move 
day and night towards Columbus. See his report to 
me, dated the 16th, and the deposition of Governor 
Schley, (answer to my 23d interrogatory.) 

This train, which Mr. Crowell thought would 
reach Columbus on the 19th, did not arrive until the 
night of the 20th. On the 18th, not having heard, in 
several days, any thing of the approach of the rifles, 
musket accoutrements, &c., which had been expect- 
ed at Colutnbus about the 12th, from Hawkinsville, 
I instructed an aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Betts, to 
proceed day and night to meet and to hasten on, by 
similar means, those articles. After he was in the 
saddle for this purpose, Major Beard, who had been 
for some time employed in the quartermaster’s de- 
partment on the Ockmulgee, arrived, and assuring 
Mr. Betts and myself that he (the major) had placed 
the Hawkinsville train under a most energetic con- 
ductor, | permitted Mr. Betts to dismount. Two 
steamboat accidents had delayed these arms, &c., 
coming up from Darien to Hawkinsville; and on 
the road thence a most extraordinary panic seized 
the conductor and his wagoners, by which several 
days more were lost. (See Mr. Betts’s testimony.) 
The rifles, accoutrements, &c., did not reach Co- 
lumbus till the 24th or 25th, after Lhad moved with 
the whole disposable armed force of Georgia, and 
the :esuas. who had come up. Major Alford’s 
mounte | batt: lion was léft to arm itself with part of 
the rifles, and to follow ; and directions were given 
for sending down the river the remainder of the 
rifles, the musket accoutrements, &c., for the use of 
the troops in advance. Major Alford, ina few days, 


overtook the foot, and participated in the operations 
which ensued. 

That every exertion and much foresight had been 
exhibited by me to obtain the arms, &c., needed to 
equip the Georgia volunteers as early as possible— 
say by the 12th, or, at the latest, the 14th of June, is 





I have elsewhere said, almost a host within himself, 


further and conclusively shown by the depositions of 
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Governor Schley, Major General Sanford, and Co- | Blair, dated Sept. 3, 1836, and published in the Globe 
Jone] Dawson, in answer to my 23d, 15th, and 3din-|of the 26th. ‘This letter was accompanied by two 
terrogatories, propounded to those distinguished in-| selected letters from me to General Jesup, and his 
dividuals respectively—to whose depositions I par-|reply, with ingenious notes. To the trick of the 
ticularly invite the attention of this Court. publication, and the false impressions given "by it as 

If the question be asked, why I did not take the|a whole, I may, perhaps, recur before closing this 
field, say as early as the 15th of June, with the arin- | address. 
ed portion of the Georgia line, and the only company | A neat litthe pamphlet, (pink paper,) written in 
of regulars (Monroe’s) that had then arrived ?—the | the “ Creek country, August 8, 1836.” This was 
answers are numerous, but I will only here give)! evidently gotten up with the assistance of General 
two: 1. The want of subsistence for four or more Jesup, and the use of his official papers, and which 
days—none having yet arrived, principally from the | ingeniously mixes together misstatements of facts 
causes which had delayed the arms; and this reason | with false principles. Among the latter, the Secre- 
will be more fully developed in the sequel : 2. There | tary’s order, and my measures to prevent the enemy 
were not armed men in sufficient numbers (before | from escaping across the Chattahoochie towards Flo- 
the 21st of June, the day when the muskets were | rida, are ridiculed and decried. The joint produc- 
distributed, and a movement in force actually com- tion of the general and his captain-aid-de-camp is, 
menced, on the eastern side of the enemy) even to| however, only signed by the latter. The road to 
guard the important points on the Chattahoo hie; | favor had been already discovered, and the captain 
that is, to prevent parties of Indians from escaping | was soon rewarded with the rank of colonel. 
across towards Florida. (See on this point the de-| A word more, sir, in respeci to arms prior to the 
cisive replies—of Governor Schley, to the 22d ques- | arrival of the muskets on the 20th, and the rifles and 
tion; of Major General Sanford to the 5th and 2d ; | accoutrements about the 25th of June. 
and of Colonel Dawson, to the 3d, addressed to them Major Kirby said, to this Court, that he * muster- 
respectively.) And 30 important was this objected into the service of the United States 45 compa- 
considered by Government, thai the unusual course | nies of the Georgia troops, at Columbus, early in 
was adopted of causing Major General Macomb to| June. They were generally entirely destitnte of 
write to me, with his own hand, June the 25th, as arms and accoutrements. The few arms they had 
follows: were generally unfit for service in the field.” 

“The Secretary deems it very important that a| Soon after this period, it ought to be stated in jus- 
strong force should be stationed so as to prevent the | tice to Governor Schley, that some wagon-loads of 
escape of the Creeks in that direction, [toward Flo- | State arms, which he had mentioned to me at Mil- 
rida ;] it is, therefore, the order of the Secretary of | ledgeville as being already on the road to Columbus, 
War, that you station a sufficient force so as to pre- | arrived, which enabled us to arm and despatch seve- 
vent them making their escape and taking that di- | ral reinforcements, to guard the passes of the river 


rection.” | below, in the direction of Irwinton. 
I apprehend, Mr. President, that it would be diffi- | 

















I have no me- 
morandum of the number of these arms, and I can 


cult to employ language at once more urgent and 

specific. When I received that letter [ flattered my-_ 
self that I had, in hand, the emphatic approbation of 
Government; for the measure therein enjoined— | 
originally adopted by his Excellency Governor | 
Schley, before the Georgia trocps had been mustered 
into the service of the United States—was followed 

out, after [ had assumed the command, in proportion 

to the arrival of men with arms. O! most simple) 
and short-sighted mortal! Only three days thereal- 

ter another letter from Major General Macomb, | 
dated June the 28th, followed: 

“Sir: [have received, through the Secretary of 
War, the order of the President to call you to the, 
seat of Government. You will, therefore, on the re- | 
ceipt of this letter, turn over to Brevet Major Gen- | 


only conjecture that it might have been from 600 tu 
§00—that is, muskets, and with few or no accoutre- 
ments. But, after those arms were distributed, and 
as many troops sent below, or put on board armed 
steamers, to cruise up and down the river, for the 
important purposes mentioned in Colonel Dawson’s 
answer to the first interrogatory, and on which du- 
ties he was himself placed, as a captain— Major Gen- 
eral Sanford, in reply to the second interrogatory 
submitted to him, says: 

**Of the troops remaining under my immediate 


command, Jess than one-third were armed, and those 


variously and indifferently. Our miserable defi- 
ciency, in this respect, was strikingly displayed to 
my view, when, upon the occasion of an alarm, it 
was expected that the enemy would be upon us in 





eral Jesup the coinmand of the troops serving against | full force, I had the mortification of beholding, with- 
the hostile Creeks, and repair to the city of Wash-/|in my lines, 1,500 or 1,600 men, with no weapons 
ingten.” |of defence, beyoud their side-arms, clubs, and club- 

This command, sir, was brief and emphatic, and I | axes. 
felt it, as it was intended—a heavy punishment. Nu| General Sanford’s camp was, at this time, 4 miles 
cause was assigned—not the slightest explanation of} in advance of Columbus, on the west side of the ri- 
the grounds of offence intimated. I quietly and | ver, towards the enemy. 
courteously obeyed; set out for Washington, weari-!| But, Mr. President, there was another and a con- 
ed myself but little with conjectures, and expressed | clusive reason why it was necessary tu wait, at least 
notone. At Norfolk, as I afterwards found to be /as late as the 17th of June, for muskets and rifles, 
the fact, the true cause was very fully mentioned to) with which to arm the whole of the Georgia line, 
me. I repelled the rumor, which, however, gained before commencing active operations on the east 
at Baltimore; but, on arriving at Washington, | saw. side of the enemy; for, as late as the 17th, I had cause 
the treacherous instrument which had stabbed me in to entertain serious doubts whether the Alabama 
the dark—the original letter from Major General troops would consent to enter the service of the 
Jesup to Mr. Blair, marked *‘ private,”’ and only to| United States; that is, to come under the rules and 
be shown to the President of the United States! ;articles of war. 

Since this deep degradation, aud lying prostrate; General Jesup arrived at Tuskegee, the head quar- 
under the ban of Executive displeasure, | have been | ters of the Alabama line, on the 4th of June. On 
assailed from several quarters, without mercy, and | the 8th he wrote to me, in advance of the return to 
with perfect impunity. I shall cite here but two) Columbus of his escort, a strange letter, containing 
examples of these petty annoyances, both of which this sentence: “I have not yet obtained the com- 
are in evidence, as belongiug to this branch of in- | mand of the troops, but if J obtain it at all, | shall 
quiry. | probably enter On duty to-morrow ;” and not a word 

1. General Jesup, at his head quarters in the Creek | of explanation preceded or followed. 

Country, found leisure to write asecond letter to Mr. Surprised, in the extreme, at this intimation of a 
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want of zeal and constitutional devotion on the part 

of the Alabama troops, [ eagerly inquired, and caus- 
ed others to inquire, among the intelligent officers of 
the escort, and several gentlemen who accompanied 
it as individuals, and the apprehensions excited by 
the letter were much increased. (See, on this point, 
Governor Schley’s answer to my 18th interrogato- 
ry.) Nay, it appeared to me and many others who 
knew the circumstances, as certain, that the Alaba- 
mians had, from the 4th to the 8th of June, refused 
to come into the service of the United States, or at 
least under the command of General Jesup, and that 
they would continue so to refuse, was even more 
than probable. 

In this state of apprehension, I reported the cir- 
cumstances to the Adjutant General, June the 12th ; 
adverted to the subject in my report to him of the 
14th, and again in my report (by means of the paper 
enclosed) of the 17th. 

In reference to the doubts so reported, the Secre- 
tary of War, in his letter of the 20th of June, in- | 
structed me, in the name of the President, that if, 
contrary to the confidence reposed ‘in the well- | 
known patriotism of the Governor and citizens of 
Alabama,” the militia of that State should ** not have 
been mustered into the service of the United States, | 
agreeably to the requisition of the Department,” 1 | 
was immediately to ‘stop all expenditures and sup- | 
plies of every kind whatever, on the part of the 
United States, for such militia.” 

The next letters from General Jesup were receiv- 
ed by me on the 17th June, and dated the 15th and| 
7th. These I acknowledged in a letter to him of 
the 17th, in which I said, ** you had not informed | 
me—you do not even vow tell me, that you are in| 
command of the Alabamians.” It is true, that that) 
fact might, on the 17th, have been inferred; but it} 
was not explicitly stated before his report to me, | 
dated the 20th. | 

Hence, Mr. President, the justness and force of | 
Governor Schley’s answer to my 22d interrogatory, | 
in which he says, “ with the great uncertainty in| 
regard to the course of the Alabama troops, and the 
situation of General Jesup, J considered it all-im- | 
portant that the whole of the Georgia troops should 
be prepared to take the field.” And, sir, it has been | 
shown that the muskets arrived on the night of the! 
20th, were distributed on the 21st of June, and a 
general movement immediately commenced. 

I have thus, incidentally, shown that [ was without 








any letter from General Jesup, after that of the 8th, | 


until the 17th of June, when his two letters, of the 
15th and 17th, were received. Whence this long 
silence, Mr. President? In the report of the 20th— 
the first paper sent by him to me deserving of that 
name—he said ; 

**] was not aware, until yesterday, that a letter 
which I wrote to you on the 9th instant had not been 
sentto you. It was accidentally put up with a bun- 
die of papers, and I found it only yesterday morn- 
ing, and from no notice having been taken of my 
letter of the 12th, 1 fear it has not been received. 
It was sent by arunner. I enclose a copy of it.” 

Sir, | am sorry to say that this account of the let- 
ter of the 9th is strange, if not altogether improba- 
ble; and, I think, for reasons which will appear in 
the sequel, that itis even doubtful whether the Jetter 
of the 12th was ever confided to an Indian runner. 
Perhaps, on further search, it has been found, like its 
predecessor, retained among his own papers. And, 
as the point is far otherwise than trivial, 1 will here 
quote, to strengthen my conjectures, what the same 
writer found himself compelled to say, in similar 
cases, to a higher functionary. 

From Tuskegee, Alabama, August 2, 1836, Gene- 
ral Jesup writes to Governor Schley: “Knowing that 
1 had written to you in reply to your communica- 
tions, I was surprised when I received a copy of a 


clare that I treated with ‘ silent contempt the resona- 
ble request of the Governor of Georgia.’ I exam- 
ined my letter-book, and found my letters to you 
recorded in their proper places,” &c. ‘I felt in- 
dignant that a charge. so entirely unfounded, as I 
then thought, should have been made; but am now 
induced to believe that, by some oversight or omis- 
sion, my letters, or at least one of them, had not been 
sent to you.” He adds, that an officer, late of his 
staff, “left Fort Mitchell for Washington city on 
the Ist of July. In looking over a file of papers put 
up by him, the morning he left, and not opened 
since, until last night, I found the enclosed letter. 
The endorsement is in hand, and I think it 
probable that it was put upon file, in place of being 
sent to you.” 

August 28. The same tothe same. ‘I received 
your letter of the 15th instant, at the moment of set- 
sing out for,” &c. ‘1 was detained longer than I 
expected, and only returned this morning. Your 
letter of the 30th of June was not answered; but 
the omission was inadvertent, not intentional. I had 
forgotten that letter until I received yours of the 
15th.” 

Now, sir, I will ask, what credit is to be attached 


|to the declarations of one, upon a subject like the 


present, who has shown himself so forgetful, and of 
habits so irregular. 

But, bad as was his memory, and disrespectful as 
were his practices, in matters of imperious duty, to- 
wards the chief magistrate of Georgia and myself, 
it is in evidence, sir, that, when the object was 
either to give effect to malignity, or to emblazon 
his own judgment and prowess, General Jesup ne- 
ver forgot, and always had the leisure to address 
the President of the United States through Mr. 
Blair, or the less effective channel—the Secretary 
of War. See his two letters to ** Francis P. Blair, 
Esq.,”’ dated, respectively, June the 20th and Sep- 
tember 3, 1836, and his three official communica- 
tions, addressed to the Secretary of War, dated, re- 
spectively, the 10th, 11th, and 25th of June, 1836. 

These five extraordinary productions, for they 
may be respectively denominated—the first two 
mentioned, privale-official, and the last three official- 
private, call for a few specific remarks: 

1. The whole are highly laudatory of the writer, 
Major General Jesup himself, to a degree which 
might have palled upon the palate of his correspond- 
ents, but for the equal and happy admixture of cen- 
sure of me. 

2. The two private-official letters have both been 
printed in The Globe newspaper—the first with the 
President’s endorsement, but without the initial and 
most sinister word ( Private) on the face of the let- 
ter. Public rumor, without the least agency of mine, 
and which, indeed, was rife in Washington, Balti- 
more, and Norfolk, whilst I was yet far to the South, 
without suspicion or without knowledge of the mat- 
ter, ultimately forced out this production, but not in 
all its deformity; for it was mutilated in The Globe 
of that word which gave character to all the others. 

3. The letter of the 3d of September was express- 
ly written in support of that of the 20th of June, and 
accompanied by official documents, with notes; all 
professedly furnished by General Jesup for publica- 
tion. As the best evidence, Mr. Blair was summon- 
edas a witness to establish that fact. At first he in- 
formed the Judge Advocate that he would attend on 
a given day; but, afterwards, wrote to that officer 
that he would prefer that his testimony should be 
taken by deposition in Washington. I immediately 
drew up the interrogatories, which were duly trans- 
mitted by the Judge Advocate. Ample time had 
elapsed when I was last in Court, and no answers 
having been received, the printed communication, 
and Mr. Blair’s letter to the Judge Advocate, were 
offered by me, and received in evidence. One im- 





letter you wrote to the President, in which you de- 


portant object I had in view remains, however, un- 
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accomplished. The Globe, under the editorial head, 
speaking of my official reports made in the field, 
said, August 8, 1836: ‘‘“Some were sent to us for 
publication, as we understood, at his [General 
Scott’s] instance.”? Now, as I knew this was not so, 
I had uniformly denied the charge, which, more- 
over, if true, would have rendered me justly obnox- 
ious to the censure of this Court, under the instruc- 
tions given to it by the President of the United 
States. One of my interrogatories requested Mr. 
Blair to inquire into the grounds of that understand- 
ing, and to favor me with his answer. (The depo- 
sition of Mr. Blair has just arrived, and I have but a 
moment to say so here. If time permitted, it would 
receive a more particular notice. It shows that he 
was mistaken in my having requested the publica- 
tion of my official reports at Washington.) 

4. The three letters of Mr. Secretary Cass were 
given in evidence by the Judge Advocate. They 
had never been published, nor had | heard of them 
until they were read in Court. Whether the wri- 
ter was ever rebuked by that functionary, may 
be more than doubted. They were certainly not 
sent back as, at least, they ought to have been, or 
they would not now have been here. I have devomi- 
nated them official-private ; for, sir, it 1s evident to 
me that, when severally written, they were, like the 
celebrated letter to Mr. Blair of the 20th of June, 
intended by General Jesup ouly for particular eyes. 
Thanks to the Chief Magistrate, he made one official 
by his endorsement, and thanks to the justice and 
manliness of Mr. Secretary Butler, the other three 
were not retained in the secret pigeon-holes of the 
War office. And what is the character of these so 
long held official-privale documents? This is my 
purpose to expose. 

It has been seen that General Jesup says he wrote 
to me on the 9th of June, put the letter in a bun- 
dle, and forgot it. No wonder. His vanity was too 
much flattered with the honor of writing to Mr. 
Secretary Cass for the eye of the President to think 
of me, who was charged, at the moment, with the 
general direction of the war. On the 10th he made 
a report to the Secretary, overlooking, as he did me, 
the Adjutant General and the General-in-chiet. 
The next day he made another report to the same 
functionary. In the first, he says that he has ** about 
900 volunteers and militia,’ and * about 200 friendly 
Indian warriors;” “I shall move to-morrow or the 
next day, at the farthest, against the hostile Indians,” 
that he expected ‘“‘to be joined by 500 mounted 
men,” ‘‘and by 200 Indian warriors, and I hope to 
strike the enemy in five days.” Not an allusion is 
made to me or to the instructions 1 had given him in 
this report. 

On the 11th, from the same place, Tuskegee, he 
makes the second report to Mr. Secretary Cass. He 
says that he has been delayed. ‘1 shall move for- 
ward to-morrow, however, and occupy a position on 
the Fort Mitchell road, about twenty-eight miles in 
advance, and there wait the arrival of the Indian 
warriors under,” &c., ‘or, if I can find the enemy 
without Indian guides, attack him immediately.” 

Now, not a word is said in either of these reports 
of his having commenced operations ‘‘ for the pur- 
pose of staying the tomahawk and scalping-knife, 
aud of preventing the devastations of entire settle- 
ments or neighborhoods on the frontier ;” nothing 
of his having ‘* none of that courage that would en- 
able [him] to remain inactive when women and 
children are daily falling beneath the blows of the 
savage.” These were flourishes which occurred 
subsequently—not until I rebuked him for violating 
my orders; moving, prematurely, and without no- 
tice to me, and for operating on a line which invert- 
ed the plan of operations agreed upon between us. 
From his two reports to the Secretary, itis plain that 
none of those cevastations and horrors were then go- 


tranquilized and rendered secure before his arrival 


at Tuskegee, and every white inhabitant within the 
enemy's country, who was at all exposed, had been 
murdered, or had escaped at the commencement of 
hostilities. (See General Sanford’s answer to my 
sixth interrogatory. It is conclusive on this point, 
for nobody better knew the Creek country.) No, 
sir; General Jesup commenced operations on the 
12th, without the crying necessity afterwards in- 
vented; without “ the altered circumstances of the 
country” from the date of my instructions, (Ist of 
June,) which he alleges in his letter to me of the 
17th. He says not a word of the kind in his two for- 
mal reports to the Secretary of the 10th and llth; 
but, on the contrary, suppressing all allusion to my 
instructions, shows himself in haste to take the war 
into his own hands; and the Court will recollect 
how it happened, no thanks to his foresight and ac- 
tivity, that he found the Alabamian3s amply provided 
with arms and ammunition. 

The Court has also seen, by the deposition of 
Governor Schley, under my 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
interrogatories, and the answers of Major Kirby to 
my 3d, 4th, and 5th questions before this Court, that 
General Jesup not only fully concurred in my plan 
of campaign against the Creeks, without suggesting 
a modification, but claimed to have had the same 
plan in view before he knew what had been my 
thoughts on the subject ; and that I steadily adhered 
to that plan, in all its outlines and details, until it 
Was inverted or broken in upon by the isolated and 
unexpected movement of that General. This plan 
and its details, so shamelessly denounced, with my 
Florida operations, in his first letter to Mr. Blair, 
will appear in the sequel. 

In my instructions to General Jesup, dated June 
Ist, founded on the views so fully and frequently de- 
veloped in conversations with him, I directed that 
he should repair to the head quarters of the Governor 
of Alabama, understood to be either at Montgomery 
or Tuskegee, in order that the former, by an inter- 
view with the latter, might charge himself with the 
command of the Alabamians, and the direction of the 
war on that side of the enemy. His first step, after 
the interview, was, to cause the volunteers already 
called out in sufficient numbers, as we knew, to be 
mustered into the service of the United States, if the 
the enemy alluwed time for that essential measure. 

‘“‘ His Excellency the Governor of Alabama [I said 
in continuation] has proposed, in a letter that you 
have seen, [to the commading officer of the Georgia 
militia who might be at Columbus,] to commence 
vigorous operations against the enemy as early as 
the 6th instant. You have seen my reply to that 
letter, and are well acquainted with all the consider- 
ations which have induced me to propose a postpone- 
ment tothe 15th. In the mean time, however, and 
before the regulars and all the forces of Georgia shall 
arrive, I think something very advantageous may 
be safely attempted from a point at or below Irwin- 
ton, and operating up the country.” (The Court 
has seen that I then had expectations of receiving 
at Columbus, the arms, &c., ordered by the 12th or 
l4th. My letter to General Jesup continues:) “I 
shall wish you, therefore, as soon as you are in com- 
mand, to send as many of the Alabamians, as can be 
safely spared from other great objects [evidently the 
defence of the Alabama frontier settlements] to co- 
operate with any surplus troops of Georgia that we 
may have for the field after guarding the important 
pointson this river, [the Chattahoochie.] What that 
surplus may be, at the end of (say) eight to ten days, 
I cannot speak with confidence ; but, from the expec- 
tations of his Excellency Governor Schley, I think 
we shall by that time be able to send to that point 
from 1,000 to 1,300 men, including horse and foot. 
With this force, and a little addition to that which 
Governor Clay, as you have seen, proposes to send 








ing on. The frontier settlements of Alabama had been 
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gulars which may be here in time, 1 think we may | number, however, not a third have sufficient arms, 
clear the lower part of this river, that is to say, the |and still smaller number, good accoutrements. It 
whole of Barbour county, of the enemy, by the 17th | will, therefore, be impossible to arm and equip the 
instant, and before the arrival of the last of the re- | remaining two-thirds without the muskets, the Hall’s 
gulars expected from the North. By that time, all) rifies, and musket-accoutrements, expected by the 
our forces on this side will be up and ready to be| Ockmulgee. From the foregoing, it will be seen 
thrown across this river for vigorous co-operation ; that it is impossible for the Georgians to commence 
and as we advance upon the country, a portion ofthe | operations from the neighborhood of Irwinton, say 


volunteers guarding the river may be crossed over | 
and united with the pursuing army.” 
were, however, many of them, unavoidably behind 
this calculation, from four to seven days. The letter 
concludes : * You will take care to communicate to 
me, fully, from time to time, your means, your 
movements, and your plans, and you will hear from 
me frequently.” 

Yet the Court has seen that, after the receipt of 
the enigmatical and alarming letter of the 8th of 


June, I did not again hear from General Jesup till! 


the 17th, when he reported himself to be within 
fourteen miles of Fort Mitcheil ! 


Sir, he not only did nut report to me himself, until 


long afterwards, any of the important facts which he 
so fully disclosed to the Secretary of War, as we 
have seen; but his presence, in all probability, pre- 


vented his Excellency Governor Clay, then at Tus- | 


kegee, trom acknewledging my two letters of the 


3ist of May, as 1 now certainly know it prevented | 
any reply to a letter of the same date and tenor from | 
This fact is established by the | 
answer of the latter to my 15th and 16th interroga- | 


Governor Schley. 


tories, in which it is said that Goveraor Clay replied 
to another letter written by the deponent, many 
weeks subsequently, ‘* that the management of the 
war had then devolved on Generals Scott and Jesup, 
which seemed to render any further correspondence 
between us [the two governors] upon that*subject 
unnecessary.”? Yet, a reply to either the letter of 
Governor Schley, or to the two from me, would, un- 
der the mysterious silence of General Jesup, have 
much diminished by embarrassment at the time. 

In General Jesup’s second report, dated the 11th 
of June, to the Secretary of War, he says: “ I have 
no means of communicating directly with General 
Scott. This circumstance inclines me to strike a 
blow at once, though there is some hazard in it 
General Scott, when I left him, expected to be ready 
to move by the 15th.” 

Why, sir, had he no direct means of communicat- 
ing with me? 
Mitchell by an Indian runner. He might have sent 
his communication of the 9th (if not mistaken, as to 
having written it) by the return of his escort, or 
another Indian runner. My letters to hiin of-the 


10th, 16th, &c., were sent by single Indians, and he | 
had a large body of friendly Indian warriors with | 
him. I early caused Captain Page, who was, at the 
time, charged with the Indian department, and the’ 


transmission, by Indian runners, of my letters to 
General Jesup, to be summoued here ; but the Judge 
Advocate informs me that the captain is detained at 
the South by illness. General Jesup has, however, 
nowhere remarked the non-reception of one of my 
letters of this period. 

My zecond letter to him was dated the 10th, allud- 
ed to in the third, (16th of June,) by mistake, as if 
dated the 12th. In this letter (of the 10th) I said: 


«* We shall be much delayed iu taking the field, on’ 


this side, by the non-arrival of our most essential 
supplies—rifles, muskets, musket-accoutrements, am- 
munition, &c. I had expected these, with subsist- 
ence stores, to begin to arrive here from the Ock- 
mulgee, by the 7th instant; but here is a letter from 
the agent, Mr. Beard, dated at Hawkinsville, the 
5th, in which he reports that nothing had reached 
that place. He immediately despatched a boat to 
Darien to make inquiries, to hasten, &&. We have 
now, on the Chattahoochie, about 3,000 Georgians, 
most of them remarkably fine men. Of the whole 


The regulars | 


His letter of the 8th came to Fort | 


in eight or ten days, nor even then, unless the arms 
and accoutrements should have arrived. I have not 
had a line from Governor Clay,” &c. ‘ We have 
more than doubled the force placed in the lower 
/counties of Georgia, to prevent the Creeks from es- 
/caping to the Seminoles.” 

| In my third letter to General Jesup, dated June 
| 16, after telling him (as in my second letter, in or- 
der that his own movements might not be precipi- 
tated) of the arms, &c. having been heard from, and 
that they might be expected in a few days, 1 say: 
‘* At present, of the 2,200 men Major General San- 
ford has in his camp, (on the other side of the river, ) 
only about 400 are armed, [and these but indifferent- 
ly.] All the other armed men have been detached 
below, to guard the river, and which, as yet, from 
the want of men, [armed,] is but very imperfectly 
guarded.’ IT then advert to the mysteries and omis- 
sions of his letter of the 8th. A‘ter animadverting 
on several, my letter proceeds: 

‘© You further tell me that ‘if a movement be de- 
lermined on, I will send you information of it by a 
runner.’ A movement to be determined on by 
whom ?—the Alabama comman.‘ers, or those in con- 
junction with yourself? Either you were placed 
in command, or you have not been. In the first 
case, you would certainly determine on no scheme 
of offensive operations without my previous concur- 
rence and readiness to co-operate ; yet, without re- 
ceiving any runner from you, or communication of 
any kind, since the 8th instant, a passenger in the 
stage by the upper route, just arrived here, reports 
‘that you, at the head of about 3,000 Alabamians and 

1,000 friendly Indians, was about to march upon 
Neomico’s band, and to commence offensive opera- 
tions on a grand scale! I have no doubt there is a 
gross mistake in this report. Yuu may, perhaps, have 
been ahout to make some defensive movement or 
operation, to clear a frontier settlement of a portion 
of the enemy, but [ will not believe that you have 
declared your independence of my authority.” 

The Court will here be pleased to remark that I 
was, until very recently, ignorant of the fact that 
General Jesup, though silent towards me, had been 
quite communicative, against all regulations and 
decent usages of the army, to the Secretary of War. 

My letter to him of the 16th continues: “ It is 
certain that Brigadier General Moore, of Alabama, 
has commenced a course of offensive operations 
from Irwintoh up the country. From this fact, 
[alone,] I have rather inferred that you have not 
-even yet been invested with the command of the 
| Alabamians, or you certaialy would have stopped 
_ his premature and isolated movement. These doubts 
|and conjectures, in the absence of all direct intelli- 
| gence from you, are sufficiently harrassing.” 

‘*} mean to be explicit and precise on my part. I 
|desire you, instantly, to stop all offensive move- 
ments, (if you are in command,) on the part of the 
| Alabamians, until the Georgians are ready to act, say 
‘on the 21st instant, when the greater number of them 
will be armed and ready for the field. By that time, 
too, there will be, on the frontier, the greater part 
of the regulars and marines ordered from the North. 
On that day. if the movements of General Moore 
i shall not render a modification of my plan necessary, 
I shall begin to assemble troops on this side of the 
nation, somewhere in the neighborhood of [rwinton, 
and operate up the country. Itis my desire that you 
meet me about that time and place, and that you 
bring with you any disposable force you convenient- 








eee 


oe 


— 


seuss 


wis Riga be ee yt hh a TS 


—_— 7s 84 = =| — 


~ -wt47 Ss =" f= © se Fo we eR ee weet ee 


~ =. n® DD) ff) DC aww eo —: fe e— = 


re ee ee ee 


_ > ae 











ee 


vay 






sac a ah OD 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 








191 

















E=- — ————_—— = —— 


out but from three to five days, breaks silence 


ly can; or, that you hold the whole of the Alaba- 
mians in defensive positions on the frontier settle- 
ments till I shall bring the war into their neighbor- 
bood, when you can come into the general line of 
operations with me.” 

June 17. | addressed a fourth letter to General 
Jesup, of which the following are extracts: 

“Sir: I have this moment received your two let- 
ters of the 15th and 17th instant.” 

“Tam infinitely astonished and distressed to hear 
of your near approach, and in a starving condition, 
to Fort Mitchell. Yeu knew that your forces were 
not wanted there; you knew thafno supplies ceuld 
reach Irwinton from New Orleans, earlier than the 
21st instant, if so soon ; and yon knew, by my letter 
of the 10th, that nothing had arrived as high as 
Hawkinsville upon the Ockmulgee, and, consequent- 
ly, nothing could have reached this place, by the 
present date, from that river. IT ought, also, to add 
that yon knew, when you left here, that the troops, 
daily increasing, were living from hand to mouth on 
the precarious supplies of the neighborhood. 
these circumstances imagine my astonishment to 
learn that, instead of marching the disposable force 
of Alabama upon Irwinton, with subsistence for at 
least ten or five days in advance, to hear that you 
have come through the heart of the Indian country, 
seeking private adventures, which, if successful, 


he 





only to call for help, and in piteous accents de- 
clares that, whether successful or not, he will be 
obliged to fall back! We may now see why these 
letters were not given to The slobe; they would 
have supported every assertion of mine, so inde- 
cently coutradicted in the printed notes. Take 
this, as a second example : General Jesup says, when 
arrived at Fort Mitchell, **he found, in the 
neighborhood, several thousand bushels of corn, 
which he had directed Captain Page to secure early 
in June.” If so, why the urgent entreaty that I 
would send provisions and corn there? I again re- 
gret the absence, by sickness, of Captain Page. My 
accuser adds, in the same place: ‘* If General Scott 
was not acquainted with the resources at his com- 
mand, it was not the fault of General Jesup. This 
sneer is happy enough; but, unluckily for its au- 


thor, I, mysell, gave him, in my letter of the 19th 


Under | 


could hardly have advanced the war, and against my | 
known plan of operations, to Fort Mitchell, 45 miles 


out of position! It is precisely General Gaines’s 
movement upon Fort King, where there was no sub- 


sistence, and there is none, as you ought to have) 


known, at Fort Mitchell! 
are at their utmost height. This strange movement 
you have made without giving me the slighest no- 
tice. You had not ivformed me, you do not even 
now tell me, that you are in command of the Alaha- 


My grief and distress | 


mians; and your last letter stated that it was doubt- | 
Kirby’s letter to General Irwin, dated June 2d, it 


ful whether yon ever would be invested with that 


command. All this is infinitely strange, and was the, 


last thing in the world that was to be expected from 
ou.” 


‘that city before the 18th or 19th. 


The letter concluded with these words: ‘Though, 


in grief, I still remain yours, with great regard.” 
General Jesup hes given this letter, with notes of 

his own upon it, as part of his communication, to 

Mr. Blair, printed in The Globe, September 26, 1836, 


In one of those notes he says, to discredit my des-| 


scribing him to be approaching Fort Mitchell “in a 


starving condition,” that at the time ‘he had sub-— 


sistence for the troops under his command to the 
22d of June.” 
Now, in his letter of the 15th, written from the 


| 


of June, the first information he had probably ever 
received of that corn ! 

In the same printed notes, General Jesup says, 
when he arrived at Fort Mitchell, on the night of 
the Isth June, he found a steamboat with 70,000 ra- 
tious, which he had ordered from New Orleans be- 
fore he had left Washington city.” How exclusive 
in his foresight! Again, ‘he expected the arrival 
of steamboats, with supplies, at Columbus, by the 
15th June.” 

The Court will here please to refer to my letter, 
written at Augusta, May 26,and repeated, from Mil- 
ledgeville, the 28th, addressed jointly to the quarter- 
master and commissary at New Orleans, and then 
turn to the testimony of Major Kirby. From the 
letter, it will be seen that, upon a calculation made 
by General Jesup and myself, we both thought that 
bis letter from Washington, and mine from Augusta, 
on the same subject. would, very probably, reach 
New Orleans together. And, according to Major 


was thought the first supplies could not arrive from 
General Jesup, 
therefore, could not have expected those “ supplies 
at Columbus by the 15th of June ;” and he knows, 
in fact, as 1 several times told him in my letters, 
that we both thought it would be fortunate if they 
arrived by the 21st or 22d. By great good luck, 
however, the first steamboat did actually arrive at 
Fort Mitchell on the 18th or 19th of June, whereby 
the whole aru:y was saved from the misfortune which 
Geueral Jesup’s false movement would, otherwise, 
have occasioned, viz: of being reduced to half or 
third rations for many days. (See, on this point, the 
testimony of Major Kirby, Lieutenant Waite, and 


interior of the enemy’s.country, he had said to me: | Lieutenant Betts; also, the deposition of Major 
“I find it impossible to obtain either corn or subsist- | Huson. ) 


ence here. 
that they have not taken away.” 
“June 16. 


The hostile Indians have destroyed all 


In all this time, Mr. President, from the 9th of 


Same letter: | June, when he entered on duty at Tuskegee, to the 
I am now at the Big Spring, within | 17th, it had never once occurred to General Jesup 


fourteen miles of Fort Mitchell.” «I have to re- | that his march Srom the frontier settlements of Ala- 


quest that provisions and corn be sent to Fort Mitch- 
ell. I have only five days’ rations, and not a grain 
of corn.” ‘* I shall, probably, be compelled to fall 
back on Fort Mitchell, or to a position near to it. | 
hope to receive orders from you at that place, to 
which, if I do not go myself, I shali send wagons for 
subsistence.”’?’ And in *is note to me of the 17th, 
received with the letter of the 15th—16th, he says: 
I find that we have less than two days’ rations in ad- 
dition to two days’ ratiuns in the hands of the men. 


Whether successful or not, against Ne-o-ee martia, | 
Can | 


I shall be compelled to go to Fort Mitchell. 
you give us provisions and corn there? By ail 
means do so.” ; 

Here, then, Mr. President, is a great General, 
who takes the field against the orders and without 
the knowledge of his commander ; puts himself on a 
Wrong line of operations, without plan or object, 
Without the assured means of subsistence ; and when 





baima, upon Fort Mitchell, at the.opposite side of 
the Creek country, had been intended to protect the 
women and children, whom he had left far behind, 
agatust the uplifted tomahawk and scalping-knife ; 


/or that he had none of that courage that would ena- 


ble him to look on such scenes. No, sir; ‘* devas- 
tations of entire settlements,” as well as women and 
children, the tomahawk and scalping-knife, are en- 
tirely omitted iv all his letters ; the two to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated the 10th and 11th of June; the 
one to me of the 8th ; the copy of that dated the 12th, 
but handed to me by his ald-de-camp on the 2]st; 
and his two other letters to me dated the 15—16th 
and the morning of the 17th. But, after he had, to 
anticipate me, taken the war out of my hands, and 
found himself ‘ compelied to fall back on Fort 
Mitchell” for corn and subsistence; when, in short 
he had, late on the 17th, received my letter of the 
day before, quoted, in great part, above ; then, and 
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not till then, did those moving topics occur to him, you, and to which you did not in the least cbject, al- 
in the use of which he has been 4s happy as in the/ though you were invited to discuss it freely !” 


invention. See his second letter to me, dated the | 
17th of June, in which those weapons are powerful- | 


ly wielded both for defence and offence, and which 
letter closes his communication in Zhe Globe of the 
26th of September. But, powerful as that letter 
may seem, he did not dare to include my reply to it, 
dated the 19th, and which, in all fairness, ought to} 
have been published at the same time. This the 
Court will perceive from the following extract: 

“On my return to Columbus, late last evening, I 
received your second of the 17th instant. This is 
fully as strange a3 any of your previous communi- 
cations. In it you repeat nothing of your previous 
intention of marching upon Fort Mitchell; but you 
take care to insert two or three topics which would 
furnish a good basis for a popular appeal against the 
hardship imposed upon you of undertaking no sys- 
tem of offensive operations without my previous 
concurrence and readiness to act in concert with 
you It would seem to be for this purpose, I can 
imagine no other, that you tell me that your opera- 
tions have been ‘commenced, and have been con- 
tinued for the purpose of staying the to:nahawk and 
the scalping-knife, and preventing the devastation of 
entire settlements or neighborhoods on the frontier.” 
Nothing, certainly, could have been more meritori- 
ous. The direct protection of the Alabama settle- 
ments was within your competency, and, indeed 
among your paramount duties. But why commence 
a grand system of offensive operations which has 
brought you out on this side of the Creek nation, at 
a point where [I did not want you, without giving 
me the slightest intimation that you were about to 
commence, and of course, without waiting fur my 
approbation and co-operation! To have waited fur 
such co-operation, and to have given me notice of 
your intended movements, were, allow me to say, 
also among your paramount duties. 

“Your next popular flourish is in these words: 
**T have none of that courage that would enable me 
to remain inactive when women and children are 
daily falling beneath the blows of the savage.” | 
certainly believe that you have not, and there was 
not the slighest objection, in any quarter, to your 
protecting the women and children of the frontier, 
with the defence of which you were directly charg- 
ed. Again, nothing conld have been more praise- 
worthy ; but how doesthisexcuse your leaving those 
women and children, and, instead of marching upon 
Irwinton, where you were required—marching in 
hostile array, seeking battles, upon Fort Mitchell, 
where you were neither expected nor wanted? 

“On the subject of the Alabama frontier settle- 
ments, I am happy to learn by your letter, that you 
made such arrangements for their safety as to leave 
you assured on that point. 

“The last dead point you make, as if it were for 
future use against me, is this: ‘If would have struck 
the enemy to-night, but for your letter ; if he is not 
struck to-morrow morning, he wil’ escape for the 
present; but the force [ have in the field is sufficient 
to pursue and to reduce him.” Here lam made to 
deprive you and the country of a great imaginary 
victory. I say imaginary, for I am inclined to think 
that you are, on this occasion, a little too sanguine 
in your calculations. But the true answer is this: 
Who gave you authority to roam at pleasure through 
the Creek nation, at the head of the Alabamians and 
a body of friendly Indians, without giving notice to, 
and without concert with, the Geurgians and regu- 
Jars, brought to this frontier for the same war, and at 
an enormous expense to the Government? Besides, 
from the position [now] occupied by you, you are 
foreed to operate down the country, instead of get- 
ting below the enemy and operating wp. This pre- 





cisely inverts what you knew to be my plan of cam- 
paign—a plan fully developed in conversation with 


Here, sir, it will be seen that I distinctly predicted 
that General Jesup’s second letter of the 17th, as- 
suming new and unfounded reasons for his false and 
unathorized movements, was intended much more 
for the public than hisimmediate commander. Hence 
those topics of appeal, and hence its appearance in 
his c smmunication to The Globe, without my reply ! 

The Court has also seen in that reply, that I dis- 
credited the idle vaunt that he would have struck 
the enemy a fatal below on the 17th or 18th, but for 
my letter of the 16th. Now, sir, it is distinctly in 
evidence, notwithstanding that gasconade, that he 
not only disobeyed my orders, but in the attempt to 
strike the blow, egregiously failed! See his third 
official-private letter, addressed to Mr. Secretary 
Cass, dated June 25th, and which so unexpectedly 
has been brought wifhin my knowledge. It was on 
this, and the circumstances connected with the point, 
that I principally wanted the testimony of General 
Woodward. My 1J4th interrogatory to Governor 
Schley relates to the same matters. 

I have given, above, extracts of my letter to Gen- 
eral Jesup of the 19th of June. The following is a 
continuation of the same communication : 

** Whilst writing the above, I received your letter 
of this date, written at Fort Mitchell. You charge 
ine with harshness. I have, certiinly, in previous 
letters, complained heavily of you, asin the begin 
ning of this, and have, in every instance, I think, 
given the grounds of those complaints. The facts 
stated hy ine, I think, bear the construction that I 
have placed upon them, and I have infinitely regret- 
ted the existence of these facts. 

** You are mistaken in supposing that I upbraid 
you for asking for small supplies of rations aud for- 
age for your troops. I regretted the scarcity uf our 
resources in such supplies, and apprehended a scarci- 
ty bordering on starvation for a few days. Fortu- 
nately, 80,000 rations have arrived at Fort Mitchell, 
(and about 20,000 here,) which yesterday were not 
expected earlier than the 22d, perhaps the 23d in- 
s:ant, and | am confident that, when here, that we 
both, by calculation, did not expect any thing from 
New Orleans before the 21st or 22d. I am rejoiced, 
as much on your account as my own, that we both 
have an abundant supply of rations for the present, 
and we know that 150,000 more will soon fo!!ow. 

* * * * * * 

‘** General, (in haste,) I have not intended to say 
any thing to injure you. I have shown in strong 
terms the construction I had a right to place upon 
your acts and letters. This, I know, may appear 
harsh. But, on the other hand, allow ine to say that 
I have the greatest and an undiminished confidence 
in your honor, your intelligence, gallantry, and ca- 
pacity for war. You use the word friendship—I 
have cherished for you, for more twenty-two years, 
a warm anda sincere affection, which I wouid not 
part with on any consideration. Ithas been a little 
shaken since I saw you, but one expression of your 
letter goes far to recallit. I think you have not 
heen attentive to my plans and instructions. In this, 
I certainly think that you have erred, and, also, in 
your failure to repurt fully to me. Throwing, fora 
moment, senicrity aside, I ask it of your ancient 
connexion with me, to be more careful in those par- 
ticulars in future. It will give me sincere delight 
to put down this war with you, and to give you all 
the fame which I know you are so capable of win- 
ning.” 

The letters between General Jesup and myself, 
were duly, from time to time, enclosed by me to the 
Adjutant General, fur the information of Govern- 
ment. In writing to the letter, on the 21st of June, 
I enclosed General Jesup’s letter to me of the 19th, 
and the above reply of the same date, and said to the 
Adjutant General : 
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